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W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  I F M S .    O u r  N e w s l e t t e r  i s

m e a n t  f o r  o u r  m e m b e r  s o c i e t i e s  a n d  p a r t n e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( l i k e

W M O ,  H M E I ,  W B G )  t o  e x c h a n g e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o m m u n i c a t e

i m p o r t a n t  n e w s  e . g .  a b o u t  t h e  G l o b a l  W e a t h e r  E n t e r p r i s e  ( G W E )

a n d  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a c t i o n s  b e i n g  t a k e n  t o

c o m b a t  g l o b a l  w a r m i n g  
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T h e  W M O  a n d  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k  G r o u p  ( W B G )  ( t h r o u g h  i t s  G l o b a l  F a c i l i t y  f o r  D i s a s t e r  R e d u c t i o n  a n d

R e c o v e r y  ( G F D R R ) )  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  s e r i o u s l y  o n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  G W E  b y  i n c r e a s i n g

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  P u b l i c ,  P r i v a t e  a n d  A c a d e m i c  ( P P A )  s e c t o r s .    S i n c e  t h e  N o v e m b e r  2 8 ,  2 0 1 7  W o r k s h o p

i n  W a s h i n g t o n  D . C . ,  t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  e v e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d  i n  A u s t i n  a n d  S i n g a p o r e .    G F D R R - W M O  o r g a n i z e d

m e e t i n g s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s  i n  t h e  I n t e r M e t - 2 0 1 8  S h o w  i n  S i n g a p o r e  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e  d a y s  ( A p r i l  9 ,  1 0  a n d

1 3 ,  2 0 1 8 )  w h i c h  a r e  s u m m a r i z e d  i n  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r .  A d d i t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  a r e  p l a n n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  I F M S  G l o b a l

M e e t i n g  # 5  i n  B u d a p e s t  w h i c h  i s  b e i n g  h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k  o f  S e p t e m b e r  3 ,  2 0 1 8  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e

A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  ( E M S ) .    T h i s  w i l l  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  G W E  s e s s i o n  i n

t h e  M e t e o r o l o g y  T e c h n o l o g y  s h o w  i n  A m s t e r d a m  i n  O c t o b e r ,  2 0 1 8 .  

I n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  G W E ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  s o m e  k n o w n  a n d  s o m e  u n k n o w n  c h a l l e n g e s  w h i c h  G W E F  w i l l  h a v e

t o  f a c e  a n d  o v e r c o m e .    B u t  s t r o n g  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p l a y e r s  i n  t h e  G W E ,  a n d  m e t i c u l o u s  p l a n n i n g  a n d

e x e c u t i o n  c a n  o v e r c o m e  s u c h  c h a l l e n g e s .    W i t h  m e m b e r s h i p  f r o m  a l l  t h r e e  s e c t o r s  ( P P A :  P u b l i c ,  P r i v a t e  a n d

A c a d e m i c }  a n d  i t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  I F M S  c a n  p r o v i d e  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  a n d  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  G W E .  M e s s a g e s  f r o m  D a v i d  G r i m e s  ( P r e s i d e n t  W M O )  a n d  B r i a n  D a y  ( C h a i r  –  H M E I )  i n  t h i s

N e w s l e t t e r  s h o w  i n t e n t  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  I F M S .  

W e  p l a n  t o  r e q u e s t  P P A  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  a r t i c l e s  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  v i e w s  a b o u t  t h i s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  t h e

w a y s  t h e y  b e l i e v e  i t  c a n  a c h i e v e  o p t i m u m  r e s u l t s .    T h e s e  a r t i c l e s  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  o u r  f u t u r e  N e w s l e t t e r s

f o r  a  v e r y  w i d e  c i r c u l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  I F M S  M e m b e r  S o c i e t i e s ,  H M E I ,  W M O  a n d  W B G .    W e  a l s o  u r g e  o u r

r e a d e r s  a n d  p a r t n e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  p r o v i d e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e s  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  o f  o u r

N e w s l e t t e r .  

W e  h a v e  a l s o  s t a r t e d  o u r  m i s s i o n  t o  c r e a t e  n e w  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t i e s  a n d  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  t w o  a r t i c l e s

r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t  i n  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r .    O n e  o f  t h e m  s h o w s  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  s u c h  S o c i e t i e s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i s  a b o u t

t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  ( E t M S )  i n  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o v e r  t i m e .    I t  a l s o  s h o w s

t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  b e i n g  f a c e d  b y  E t M S  a n d  h o w  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  o v e r c o m e .     

W e  h a v e  s t a r t e d  s e n d i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S e r v i c e s  o f  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  u r g i n g

t h e m  t o  s t a r t  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  I F M S .  

D r .  H a r i n d e r  A h l u w a l i a / P r e s i d e n t  o f  I F M S    
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I n  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r ,  w e  h a v e  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  t h e  P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  I F M S  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  i t s

s t a t e d  V a l u e  P r o p o s i t i o n .  

W e  u r g e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t i e s  t o  s e n d  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  I F M S  G l o b a l

M e e t i n g  # 5 .    W e  a l s o  s t r o n g l y  r e q u e s t  W M O  a n d  W B G  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e

n e e d y  s o c i e t i e s  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a s  m a n y  s o c i e t i e s  a s  p o s s i b l e .   

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  W M O ,  G F D R R  a n d  H M E I ,  I F M S  w i l l  b e c o m e  a  s t r o n g  v o l u n t e e r -

b a s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a p a b l e  o f  a s s i s t i n g  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g

G W E  t h r o u g h  s t r o n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  P P A  s e c t o r s  t o  c r e a t e  a  W e a t h e r  R e a d y  G l o b e .  
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I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  I F M S  o n  l a u n c h i n g  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r .

  W M O  v a l u e s  i t s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  I F M S  a n d  w e l c o m e s  t h e

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i m p r o v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  l i n k a g e s  w i t h

s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  t h e  G l o b a l  W e a t h e r  E n t e r p r i s e .    I  a m  p l e a s e d  t o

u s e  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  s h a r e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  W M O ’ s  l o n g  t e r m

s t r a t e g i c  p r i o r i t i e s .  

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e   

W o r l d  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( W M O )  

W M O ’ s  M i s s i o n  i s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  w o r l d w i d e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o n  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  p r e d i c t i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  w e a t h e r ,

c l i m a t e ,  w a t e r  a n d  o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  s e r v i c e s ,

s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  m e a s u r e s ,  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h  a n d  t r a i n i n g .  
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W M O  i s  c u r r e n t l y  f i n a l i z i n g  t h e  n e x t  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n  f o r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 3 ,  w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  r e a l i z e

i t s  2 0 3 0  v i s i o n ,  “…  w h e r e  a l l  n a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e ,  a r e  m o r e  r e s i l i e n t  t o  t h e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  e x t r e m e  w e a t h e r ,  c l i m a t e ,  w a t e r  a n d  o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e v e n t s ;  a n d  u n d e r p i n  t h e i r

s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  s e r v i c e s ,  w h e t h e r  o v e r  l a n d ,  a t  s e a  o r  i n  t h e  a i r . ”  

T h e  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n ’ s  l o n g - t e r m  g o a l s  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  2 0 2 3  p r i o r i t i z e :  ( 1 )  E n h a n c i n g  p r e p a r e d n e s s

a n d  r e d u c i n g  l o s s e s  o f  l i f e  a n d  p r o p e r t y  f r o m  h y d r o - m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  e x t r e m e s ;  ( 2 )  S u p p o r t i n g  c l i m a t e - s m a r t

d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  t o  b u i l d  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  c l i m a t e  r i s k ;  a n d  ( 3 )  E n h a n c i n g  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  v a l u e  o f

w e a t h e r ,  c l i m a t e ,  h y d r o l o g i c a l  a n d  r e l a t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s e r v i c e s .     

W M O  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  i t s  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  p a s t ,  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e

p r e s e n t  a n d  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  t h e  h y d r o s p h e r e  a n d  o t h e r  v i t a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  o u r

p l a n e t ,  t o  m e e t  t h e s e  p r i o r i t i e s .    T o  e n a b l e  t h i s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  c o o r d i n a t e d  a n d

i n t e r o p e r a b l e  n e t w o r k s  a n d  s y s t e m s  f o r  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  p r e d i c t i v e  s k i l l

t h r o u g h  a d v a n c e d  s c i e n c e  a n d  c o m p u t a t i o n a l  t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  h i g h l y  i n n o v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  o f

s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y  t h a t  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  a c c u r a t e ,  f i t - f o r - p u r p o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  r e a c h  i t s  u s e r s  o n  t i m e  f o r

m a k i n g  t h e i r  w e a t h e r -  a n d  c l i m a t e - i n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n s .    

W M O  w i l l  a l s o  f o c u s  e f f o r t s  i n  c l o s i n g  t h e  c a p a c i t y  g a p ,  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  t o

d e v e l o p  a n d  s u s t a i n  c o m p e t e n c i e s  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  t o  s c a l e - u p  e f f e c t i v e  p a r t n e r s h i p s  f o r  i n v e s t m e n t .

F i n a l l y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  o p t i m i z e  i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y ,  W M O  i s  r e v i e w i n g  i t s  g o v e r n a n c e  s t r u c t u r e s  t o

s t r e a m l i n e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  r e d u c e  d u p l i c a t i o n ,  w h i l e  a d v a n c i n g  e q u a l  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  m e n  a n d

w o m e n  i n  g o v e r n a n c e ,  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s e s .   

T h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  t o  d r a w  u p o n  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  s t a k e h o l d e r s  a n d  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e  g l o b a l  w e a t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e  t o

a d d r e s s  t h e  c u r r e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  c h a n g i n g  w e a t h e r ,  c l i m a t e  a n d  w a t e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  I F M S  a n d

i t s  m e m b e r s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t n e r s  w i t h  W M O  i n  m e e t i n g  t h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s .    I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r  c o n t i n u e d

c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  

T h a n k  y o u  /  M e r c i  

D a v i d  G r i m e s / P r e s i d e n t  W M O  
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF THE HYDROMETEOROLOGICAL EQUIPMENT
INDUSTRY (HMEI) 

HMEI is an international association of service providers and manufacturers of

observation equipment in support of the Global Weather Enterprise (GWE).  

Our Association was formed in 2001 at the request of the World Meteorological

Organization (WMO).  As an association we believe in One Globe, One Industry,

One Voice.  This Core Purpose is in keeping with our participation in the

discussions on how to evolve the GWE for the unprecedented growth required to

characterise our rapidly changing environment. 

O n e  i t e m  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  I F M S  i s  a  p r a c t i c a l  p r o j e c t  o f  P P P  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  t h e

i d e a  o f  a n  e v o l v i n g  G W E  w i l l  n e e d  t o  t h i n k  a n d  a c t  d i f f e r e n t l y .    T h i s  p r o j e c t ,  t h a t  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  b y  H M E I  i s

b e i n g  d o n e  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  W M O  a n d  w i t h  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  T h e  G l o b a l

F a c i l i t y  f o r  D i s a s t e r  R e d u c t i o n  a n d  R e c o v e r y  ( G F D R R ) .    I n  2 0 1 6 ,  H M E I  l a u n c h e d  a  p i l o t  p r o j e c t  t o  d e v e l o p

v e n d o r  a g n o s t i c  t e n d e r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  s y n o p t i c  w e a t h e r  s t a t i o n  n e t w o r k s  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  f o u n d a t i o n a l

d a t a  s e t  f o r  l o c a l  a r e a  f o r e c a s t i n g  a n d  n o w c a s t i n g  m o d e l s .    T h e  W M O  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  I n s t r u m e n t s  a n d

M e t h o d s  o f  O b s e r v a t i o n  ( C I M O )  G u i d e  N o .  8  w a s  u s e d  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .    T h i s  p r o j e c t  p r o m o t e s  o n e  o f  C I M O ’ s  m a n d a t e s  w h i c h  i s  d a t a  q u a l i t y  f i t  f o r  p u r p o s e  t h a t

e n a b l e s  w o r l d - w i d e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  f o r  w o r l d - w i d e  c o m p a r a b i l i t y .    

Brian Day/The Chair of the Association of the HMEI 
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W h i l e  i t  m a y  s e e m  o d d  f o r  t h e  P r i v a t e  S e c t o r  t o  d e v e l o p  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  P u b l i c  S e c t o r

p r o c u r e m e n t  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  i t  d o e s  m a k e  s e n s e  i f  t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  t r a n s p a r e n t  a n d  v e t t e d  p r o p e r l y .    A c r o s s  t h e

b o a r d ,  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  ( b o t h  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a n d  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s )  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  p o o r l y  w r i t t e n  t e n d e r

d o c u m e n t a t i o n .    M a n y  t i m e s ,  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  i l l  c o n c e i v e d  a n d  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  p r o c u r e d  i s  e i t h e r  n o t  f i t  f o r

p u r p o s e  o r  e x p e n s i v e  g i v e n  t h e  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  a c c u r a c i e s  r e q u e s t e d .    T h e  p r o p o s e d  t e n d e r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a l s o

i n c l u d e  t h e  c o s t i n g  o f  s y s t e m  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  l i f e  c y c l e  m a n a g e m e n t  s o  t h a t  t h e  e n d  u s e r  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e

t o t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  r e q u i r e d  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  n e t w o r k  o v e r  i t s  l i f e t i m e .    T o  a s s i s t  N a t i o n a l  M e t  S e r v i c e s  a n d

o t h e r s  i n  t h e i r  c r e a t i o n  o f  t e n d e r  d o c u m e n t s ,  H M E I  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d  a n  i n t e r n e t  t o o l  ( a l p h a  v e r s i o n )  t h a t  w i l l

s i m p l i f y  a n d  p o p u l a t e  a  c o m p l e t e  s e t  o f  t e n d e r  d o c u m e n t s .     

H M E I  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  i t s  w o r k  o n  t h e  T e n d e r  S p e c i f i c a t i o n  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  P r o j e c t .    F o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l

m o n t h s  W M O  h a s  b e e n  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f

t h e i r  m e m b e r s .    H M E I  a n d  W M O  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  G F D R R  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  t r u e  P u b l i c  P r i v a t e

P a r t n e r s h i p  t h a t  w i l l  b e  t e s t e d  b y  s e l e c t  N a t i o n a l  M e t  S e r v i c e s  t h i s  s p r i n g .    U p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  t e s t i n g

p h a s e ,  H M E I  w i l l  c o m p l e t e  i t s  w o r k  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t  T e n d e r  T o o l  f o r  g e n e r a l  u s e  b y  a l l  s e c t o r s  i n  t h e  G W E .

  O n e  o f  t h e  u n i q u e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a n d  t h i s  P P P  i s  t h a t  w e  w i l l  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y

p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  c a n  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  l i k e  L i g h t e n i n g  D e t e c t i o n ,  U p p e r  A i r ,  e t c .    I n  t h e  c o m i n g  m o n t h s

w e  w i l l  r e p o r t  m o r e  o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

T h e  I F M S  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  o n  P u b l i c  P r i v a t e  P a r t n e r s h i p  ( P P P )  w i t h i n  t h e

G W E .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  I F M S  a n d  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  v e n u e  f o r  t h e

s h a r i n g  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  m a n y  o f  t h e  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t i e s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  a s  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  t h e

G W E  u n f o l d .   
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Relevant. Valuable. Unique.  Helping WMO/WBG to create a ‘Weather Ready Globe’. 

The IFMS plays a key role in supporting developing and developed meteorological societies to be custodians of both

the profession and science of meteorology, hydrology and oceanography in their own country or region. The real

strength of the IFMS is that it brings together societies and related organisations to collaborate, deliver shared

outcomes and share best practice for the benefit of all.  The IFMS achieves this by creating a strong communications

infrastructure – some of which is already there, the rest is being implemented. 

In 2016, IFMS defined the following Value Propositions which are being implemented.  Here is the current status of

their implementation. 

D r .  H a r i n d e r  A h l u w a l i a  

1  I n t r o d u c t i o n      

1 .  C o l l a b o r a t i n g  o n  j o i n t  a c t i v i t i e s  

W e  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  t h e  “ C o l l a b o r a t i o n ”  T a b  o n  o u r  W e b s i t e  w h i c h  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  w h e t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r

s o c i e t i e s ,  c a n  u s e  f o r  r e q u e s t i n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .    P l e a s e  p r o v i d e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  u n d e r  t h a t  t a b  a n d

s e n d  i t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e m a i l  a d d r e s s  i f m s . c o l l a b o r a t i o n @ g m a i l . c o m ,  

W e  w i l l  t h e n  r e q u e s t  t h e  c o u n t e r p a r t  s o c i e t y  o r  s o c i e t i e s  t o  s e n d  a  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  f o r  a n y

p o t e n t i a l  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s .    W e  w i l l  a l s o  a d v e r t i s e  t h e  r e q u e s t  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  ( w w w . i f m s . o r g ) .  

2 .  E s t a b l i s h i n g  a c c e s s  t o  a n  i n f o r m a t i o n  c h a n n e l  

Our Website (www.ifms.org) provides various pieces of information (e.g. Newsletter, Reports, Status Reports, etc.)

and infrastructure for Collaboration and Best Practices. Our member societies and partners can request us to carry

information about their events or interesting documentation for a wide circulation by sending us a request on

ifms.website@gmail.com.  

We are currently implementing Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and WhatsApp.  We should have it going within the next

three months. 

Objective: To create a meaningful relationship with WMO and WB to create a win- win situation. 

We have made a request to WMO for an MOU of cooperation with them.  They will hopefully present the request to

WMO Executive Committee for approval in their next meeting in June 2018. 

That will launch official collaboration in various areas where we can support each other.  We are already supporting

their GWE Initiative of strengthening collaboration between Public, Private and Academic (PPA) sectors.  The MOU

should result in much more collaboration. 

5

Objective: Collaboration between the National Hydro-Met Societies (NHMSocs) on joint activities, where

appropriate, to advance the science and profession of meteorology. 

Objective: To create meaningful communication channels to unite the member societies and provide means for

distributing information and creating discussion groups. 

3 .  G a i n i n g  s u p p o r t  f r o m  W M O  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k ,  e t c .  

Objective: Helping Developing Societies and creating new ones to address issues concerning global warming

and create a “weather ready globe” 
This Value Proposition needs to use the Collaboration mechanism. Societies needing assistance can send a message

through this mechanism and we will arrange appropriate (non-financial) help. 

In addition, we are starting to encourage various countries which do not have an NHMSoc but should have one to try

to start one.  We will organize help through neighboring countries.  For example, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Pakistan

do not have NHMSoc but should have one.  IMS (IMS) is prepared to help them create one.  

4 .  O u t r e a c h  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  S o c i e t i e s  

5 .  C r e a t i n g  G l o b a l  C o n t e x t / C o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  –  E M S ,  F L I S M E T ,  E A C ,  e t c .  

This activity is meant to leverage the strengths of these societies to achieve IFMS objectives.  They are used

whenever we feel appropriate. We are holding the IFMS Global Meeting #5 concurrently with the Annual Conference

of the EMS.  This will allow interaction between the two Societies.  Similar events will be planned for the future. 

Objective: Creating a global context for the varied activities of Met Societies and to collaborate with Regional Associations

of Met Societies, such as the European Met Society (EMS), Iberian and Latin American Federation of Met Societies

(FLISMET), African Regional Economic Cooperation (AREC) groupings, etc., is a core activity for IFMS. 
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6 .  A s s i s t a n c e  i n  A c c r e d i t a t i o n / C e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  T r a i n i n g  ( A C T )  

W e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p r e p a r i n g  t o  l a u n c h  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .    O u r  f i r s t  W e b E x  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  b e

m a d e  b y  R M e t S  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  A M S  i n  J u n e  2 0 1 8 .    A f t e r  t h a t  m e n t o r i n g  w i l l  s t a r t  f o r  t h o s e  N H M S o c s

w h i c h  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  A C T  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .   

O b j e c t i v e :  P r o v i d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  A c c r e d i t a t i o n / C e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  T r a i n i n g  ( A C T )  

7 .  A s s i s t  W M O / W B G  t o  p r o m o t e  P u b l i c - P r i v a t e - A c a d e m i c  ( P P A )  S e c t o r  P a r t n e r s h i p s  

T h i s  i s  b e i n g  s u p p o r t e d  t h r o u g h  o u r  w o r k  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o n  G W E - P P A  C o l l a b o r a t i o n .    A n y  a s s i s t a n c e

r e q u e s t e d  b y  W M O / W B G / H M E I  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  a s  p e r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e s o u r c e s .    S o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e p o r t s

s u c h  a s  t h o s e  f o r  G W E  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e t c . ,  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  o u r  W e b s i t e .  

O b j e c t i v e :  H e l p  W M O  a n d  W B G  c r e a t e  s t r o n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  P u b l i c / P r i v a t e / U n i v e r s i t y  s e c t o r s

t o  c r e a t e  b i g g e r  v a l u e  b y  o p t i m a l  u s e  o f  r e s o u r c e s .  

8 .  A l i g n i n g  I F M S  P l a n s  w i t h  W M O  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n s / p r i o r i t i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  

A f t e r  t h e  M O U  w i t h  W M O  i s  s i g n e d ,  w e  w i l l  t h e n  c o n s i d e r  a n d  d i s c u s s  a d d i t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n .  

O b j e c t i v e :  T o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  s t r o n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  W M O  a n d  I F M S  f o r  s o c i e t a l

b e n e f i t  

9 .  P r o m o t i n g  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  

T h e  I F M S  i s  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s  I F M S  a c h i e v e s  i t s  b a s i c  g o a l s  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t e s

w i t h  W M O ,  W B G  a n d  H M E I ,  o u r  a w a r d s  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  p r e s t i g e  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  w e  n e e d

t o  a t t a c h  t o  t h e s e  a w a r d s .    M o s t  l i k e l y  t h e  I F M S  M e e t i n g  # 6  i n  B o s t o n  a n d  c o n c u r r e n t  A M S '  C e n t e n n i a l

C e l e b r a t i o n  w i l l  b e  a  g o o d  p l a c e  t o  s t a r t  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h i s  V a l u e  P r o p o s i t i o n .  

O b j e c t i v e :  P r o m o t i n g  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d

b e y o n d  b y  h i g h l i g h t i n g  e x c e l l e n c e .  

1 0 .    A s s i s t a n c e  t o  I n d u s t r y  t h r o u g h  l o c a l  M e t  S o c i e t y  t o  c r e a t e  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  &  P P A  P a r t n e r s h i p s  

T h i s  w i l l  p r o g r e s s  t h e  g o a l  o f  “ S t r e n g t h e n i n g  G W E  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  P P A  S e c t o r s . ”    I f  a

l o c a l  N H M S o c  c a n  p r o v i d e  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  P r i v a t e  o r  A c a d e m i c  s e c t o r ,  i t  s h o u l d  a i m  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e

G W E .    O u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  I n t e r M e t  A s i a  2 0 1 8  w a s  a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  c r e a t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e

p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  

O b j e c t i v e :  A s s i s t a n c e  t o  I n d u s t r y  t h r o u g h  l o c a l  M e t  S o c i e t i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  i n

c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y  t o  d e v e l o p  r e q u i r e d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  W M O / W B G  E f f o r t

t o  s t r e n g t h e n  G W E  t h r o u g h  s t r o n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  P P A  S e c t o r s .  

1 )  O v e r  t h e  p a s t  2  y e a r s  I F M S  h a s  m a d e  a  s t r o n g  p r o g r e s s  b y  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  i t s e l f  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  D C ,  o p e n i n g

a n  A c c o u n t ,  o b t a i n i n g  n o n - p r o f i t  s t a t u s  f r o m  U S - I R S ,  c r e a t i n g  a  C o u n c i l  a n d  a  V a l u e  P r o p o s i t i o n  a n d  w o r k i n g

o n  i t  d i l i g e n t l y .    W e  h a v e  h a d  1 6  C o u n c i l  M e e t i n g s  s i n c e  o u r  l a s t  G l o b a l  M e e t i n g  # 4  i n  N e w  O r l e a n s  w h i c h

w a s  h e l d  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  A M S  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 6 .  

2 )  O u r  G l o b a l  M e e t i n g  # 5  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m i l e s t o n e  t o  r e v i e w  o u r  p r o g r e s s  a n d  s e t  t h e  c o u r s e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  

3 )  W e  a r e  h o p i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  M O U s  w i t h  t h e  W M O ,  G F D R R - W B G  a n d  H M E I  w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  u s  d e f i n e  o u r

r e l a t i o n s h i p  a n d  i d e n t i f y  h o w  w e  c a n  h e l p  e a c h  o t h e r .  

4 )  B e i n g  a  v o l u n t e e r - b a s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w e  a r e  a l w a y s  l o o k i n g  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u l f i l l  o u r

m a n d a t e .    W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  s o m e  o f f e r s  b u t  a r e  s t i l l  l o o k i n g  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  v o l u n t e e r s .     

5 )  L i k e  m o s t  v o l u n t e e r - b a s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  o u r  m a j o r  c h a l l e n g e  i s  f i n a n c i n g  w h i c h  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  t a c k l e d .     

6 )  W e  s t r o n g l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  ( A M S )  t o

c o v e r  t h e  s u n d r y  e x p e n s e s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  W e b s i t e  a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a s s i s t a n t

I F M S  i n  a n y  m a n n e r  w e  h a v e  s o  f a r  r e q u e s t e d .  W e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  W M O  a n d  W B G  a s  w e l l  a s  m a n y  o t h e r

b e n e v o l e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  I F M S  w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  a s s i s t  I F M S  w i t h  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  a n d

i m p r o v i n g  c o o r d i n a t i o n  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  G l o b a l  W e a t h e r  E n t e r p r i s e  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o m b a t  G l o b a l  W a r m i n g .  

7 )  W e  w i l l  b e  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p i n g  i d e a s  t o  t r y  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i s s u e  a n d  h o p e  t o  r e c e i v e  s u f f i c i e n t

f i n a n c i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  o u r   m i s s i o n  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d s  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  W e a t h e r

E n t e r p r i s e .  

2  C o n c l u s i o n s  
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T h i s  a r t i c l e  p r e s e n t s  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  h a v i n g  a  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t y  ( N H M S o c )  i n  y o u r  c o u n t r y .

S u c h  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  o f t e n  s t a r t e d  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o  - M e t  S e r v i c e s  ( N H M S )  o f

t h e  c o u n t r y .    N H M S s  d r a w  m a n y  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  s u c h  s o c i e t i e s ,  e . g . ,  t h e y  p r o m o t e  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f

m e t e o r o l o g y  a n d  t h e y  g e t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a  V o l u n t e e r - b a s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  d o  s o .    T h i s  d o c u m e n t  o u t l i n e s

s o m e  o f  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  w h i c h  m e m b e r s  o f  s u c h  s o c i e t i e s  d r a w  f r o m  t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p  m a k i n g  i t  a  w i n - w i n -

w i n  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  t h e  m e m b e r s ,  N H M S o c s  a n d  N H M S s .  

1 .  E n h a n c e  y o u r  n e t w o r k :  W e  a l l  k n o w  t h a t  n e t w o r k i n g  i s  k e y  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y .

M a k i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s  i s  c r i t i c a l ,  a n d  j o i n i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  g i v e s  c o u n t l e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  c o n n e c t  o n  a  l o c a l ,

n a t i o n a l ,  a n d  a s  a n  e v e n t u a l  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F o r u m  o f  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t i e s  ( I F M S ) ,  e v e n  o n

a  g l o b a l  l e v e l .  F o r  m o s t  p e o p l e ,  c r e a t i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d  j o i n i n g  a  g r o u p  a l l o w s

y o u  t o  h a v e  a  s e n s e  o f  s e c u r i t y  a n d  t r u s t .  F r o m  t h i s ,  y o u  a r e  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  h e l p  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  r e a c h i n g

y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g o a l s .   

M o s t  s u c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  a n  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  o f t e n

a t t r a c t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t s .  T h i s  i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  y o u  t o  m i x  a n d  m i n g l e  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n  y o u r  f i e l d  i n

b o t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  l e i s u r e  s e t t i n g s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  o f t e n  a  j o b  f a i r  w h e r e  y o u  c a n  m a k e  c o n t a c t  a n d  s t a y  u p

t o  d a t e  w i t h  t h e  v e r y  p e o p l e  w h o  h i r e  –  e v e n  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  h i r i n g  r i g h t  n o w .   

2 .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t :  A s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  m a n y  N H M S o c s  o f f e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t

v i a  c o u r s e s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  C o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  s h a r e d  o n l y  w i t h

m e m b e r s .  T h e y  a l s o  k e e p  m e m b e r s  u p  t o  d a t e  o n  i n d u s t r y  t r e n d s  a n d  h o w  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e m .  P r o f e s s i o n a l

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f f e r  n e w s  a n d  p r i n t  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e i r  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  w h i c h  c a n  p r o v i d e  s o m e  v e r y  u s e f u l

i n f o r m a t i o n .    M a n y  N H M S o c s  p r o v i d e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t o o l s  s u c h  a s  F a c e b o o k ,  T w i t t e r ,  L i n k e d I n ,  W h a t s A p p ,

e t c .  f o r  m e m b e r s  t o  s t a y  i n  t o u c h  a n d  d e v e l o p  d i s c u s s i o n  g r o u p s .  

3 .  B r o a d e n  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e :    A s  a  P r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s  y o u  d e v e l o p ,  y o u  c a n  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  I F M S

r e s o u r c e s  t o  o f f e r  c o u r s e s ,  s e m i n a r s  a n d / o r  l e c t u r e s  t o  k e e p  y o u r s e l f  a n d  y o u r  m e m b e r s  u p  t o  d a t e  o n  t h e

l a t e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  r e s e a r c h ,   a n d  t r e n d s .  S t a y i n g  i n f o r m e d  o n  y o u r  i n d u s t r y ’ s  t r e n d s  w i l l  o n l y  h e l p

y o u  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  a n d  w i l l  p u t  y o u  o n e  s t e p  a h e a d  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n !  

4 .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  A c c r e d i t a t i o n  /  C e r t i f i c a t i o n :  S o m e  N H M S o c s  h a v e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  A c c r e d i t a t i o n /  C e r t i f i c a t i o n

P r o g r a m s  w h i c h  a r e  v e r y  u s e f u l  f o r  e n s u r i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  y o u r  c o u n t r y .    A n  A c c r e d i t a t i o n

a n d / o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  y o u  r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  y o u r  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  p e e r s  c a n  a p p r e c i a t e .

  I F M S  c a n  c o n n e c t  y o u  t o  t h e s e  N H M S o c s  s h o u l d  y o u r  N H M S o c s  s e e  a  n e e d .  

5 .  R e w a r d i n g  E x c e l l e n c e :  M o s t  N H M S o c s  r e w a r d  e x c e l l e n c e  a n d / o r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s  b y  p r o v i d i n g

p r e s t i g i o u s  a w a r d s  t o  d e s e r v i n g  m e m b e r s .  

6 .  A c t  a s  a n  I n d e p e n d e n t  V o i c e  f o r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n :  M a n y  N H M S o c s  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  a s  a  ‘ p e a k  b o d y ’

r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e i r  d i s c i p l i n e  t h r o u g h  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  c o m m e n t a r y .  T h i s  i s  a  v a l u a b l e  r o l e  i n  t h o s e

p o l i t i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  w h e r e  N H M S s  a r e  c o n s t r a i n e d  b y  t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  u n d e r  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l

p r e s s u r e s .  

7 .  M e n t o r i n g :    M e n t o r i n g  i s  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  m a n y  N H M S o c s  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u n g e r

m e m b e r s .  Y o u  m a y  n e v e r  g e t  i n  t h e  r o o m  w i t h  s o m e o n e  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  y o u r  f i e l d ,  f o r  a  v e r y  l o n g  t i m e .  B u t

m a n y  N H M S o c s  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p a i r  y o u  w i t h  s o m e o n e  m u c h  m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d .    I F M S  c a n  c o n n e c t  y o u  t o

t h e s e  N H M S o c s  s h o u l d  y o u r  N H M S o c s  s e e  a  n e e d .  

D r .  H a r i n d e r  A h l u w a l i a  

2  C a s e  f o r  h a v i n g  a  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t y  ( N H M S o c )  

T h e  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t y  ( N H M S o c )  p r o v i d e s  a  f o r u m  f o r  h y d r o - m e t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  i n t e r a c t  w i t h

e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  e x c h a n g e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i d e a s  a b o u t  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  s t a y  a b r e a s t  w i t h  r e l a t e d  S c i e n c e  a n d

T e c h n o l o g y .    H e r e  i s  t h e  l i s t  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  a n  N H M S o c  t o  i t s  m e m b e r s  w h i c h  w i l l

d e v e l o p  a f t e r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  n e w  S o c i e t y :  

7
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8 .  B e c o m e  a  m e n t o r :  G i v i n g  b a c k  c a n  b e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e w a r d  a n d  b e n e f i t .  P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  f o r u m s ,  c h a t

g r o u p s  o r  d i s c u s s i o n  b o a r d s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  a l s o  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  g r o w  y o u r  n e t w o r k .  T h i s

a l l o w s  y o u  t o  u s e  y o u r  p e e r s  a s  s o u n d i n g  b o a r d s  a n d  o f t e n  m a k e  s o m e  g r e a t  f r i e n d s  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  i n t e r e s t s

a s  y o u .  

9 .  S c h o l a r s h i p s  F o r  t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  m e m b e r s  ( h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  c o l l e g e ) ,  s c h o l a r s h i p s  m a y  b e  t h e  p r i m a r y

r e a s o n  t o  j o i n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  M a n y  o f f e r  s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  n e w  m e m b e r s  s t u d y i n g  t o  e n t e r  t h e

f i e l d .  I F M S  c a n  c o n n e c t  y o u  t o  t h e s e  N H M S o c s  s h o u l d  y o u r  N H M S  s e e  a  n e e d .  

1 0 .  T a k e  c h a r g e  o f  y o u r  c a r e e r :  M a n y  N H M S o c s  h e l p  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  f i n d  j o b s ,  o r  a t  t h e  l e a s t ,  o f f e r  u p  j o b

l i s t i n g s  t h a t  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  m a y  b e  o f f e r i n g .     A s s o c i a t i o n s  o f t e n  h a v e  j o b  l i s t i n g s  o n l i n e  o r  i n  p r i n t  a v a i l a b l e

o n l y  t o  t h e i r  m e m b e r s .  T h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  f i n d  t a r g e t e d  j o b  p o s t i n g s  f o r  y o u r  a r e a  o f  i n t e r e s t .    W i t h  I F M S

v o l u n t e e r  s u p p o r t  y o u  a r e  a b l e  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e s e  c a r e e r  r e s o u r c e s .  

1 1 .  B u i l d  a  b e t t e r  r e s u m e :  M a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  c a r e e r  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  s u c h  a s  t i p s  o n  e f f e c t i v e

r e s u m e s  o r  c o v e r  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g .  L i s t i n g  y o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s h i p  o n  y o u r  r e s u m e  i s  i m p r e s s i v e  t o

c u r r e n t  o r  f u t u r e  e m p l o y e r s  a s  i t  s h o w s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  s t a y i n g  c o n n e c t e d  i n  y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n .  

1 2 .  B e  a  L e a d e r :  P r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  g i v e  y o u  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  y o u r  s k i l l s  a s  a  l e a d e r ,  a n d

t h i s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  n o t  o n l y  f o r  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h ,  b u t  f o r  y o u r  g r o w t h  i n  y o u r  f i r m .  

1 3 .  M a k e  a  n e w  f r i e n d :  O n c e  w e  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  s c h o o l ,  w e  a l l  k n o w  h o w  h a r d  i t  i s  t o  g e t  o u t  a n d  m e e t  n e w

p e o p l e  a n d  m a k e  a  n e w  f r i e n d !  U s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n e t w o r k i n g  g r o u p s  a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e s c a p e  t h e  n o r m

a n d  m e e t  n e w  p e o p l e  t h a t  m a y  g i v e  y o u  a  r e a s o n  t o  c o m e  o u t  o f  y o u r  s h e l l  a  b i t  m o r e  a n d  h a v e  f u n .  

1 4 .  G i v e  b a c k  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y :  T h e r e  a r e  p l e n t y  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  c o o r d i n a t e  s o c i a l l y  c o n s c i o u s

i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  s u p p o r t  c o m m u n i t y  e f f o r t s  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  o n  v a r i o u s  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  G l o b a l  W a r m i n g  o r

d i s a s t e r s  c a u s e d  b y  w e a t h e r  e v e n t s .   

1 5 .  S t r e n g t h  i n  N u m b e r s :  W e  l i v e  i n  a  d a y  a n d  a g e  w h e r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  p r e s e n c e  i n  a n y  g i v e n  c a r e e r  f i e l d

o f t e n  d e m a n d s  w o r k i n g  l o n g  h o u r s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  a n d  b r i n g i n g  w o r k  h o m e  w h e n  t h e  d o o r s  c l o s e .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f

t h e  d a y ,  y o u  m a y  h a v e  i d e a s  f o r  c u l t i v a t i n g  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  y e t  n o t  f e e l  u p  t o  s h o u l d e r i n g  a l l  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e m .  I n  a  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  y o u  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m  o f

e x p e r i e n c e d  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  m o t i v a t e d  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  d o n e .  T h e  b a t t l e  i s  h a l f - w o n !  

1 6 .  S t a y  I n s p i r e d  a n d  S t a y  M o t i v a t e d :    M e m b e r s  l e a r n  t o  l o v e  w h a t  t h e y  d o !  T h e y  m a y  n o t  e v e n  k n o w  t h a t

t h e y  l o v e  s o m e t h i n g ,  b u t  i t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  b e  p r o a c t i v e  a b o u t  t h i n g s  t h e y  d i s c o v e r  o n  t h e  j o u r n e y .   

1 7 .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s :    O n l y  N H M S o c s  c a n  b e c o m e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F o r u m

o f  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t i e s  ( I F M S )  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  i t s  m e m b e r s  c a n  c o n n e c t  w i t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P r o f e s s i o n a l

C i r c l e s .    I F M S  w i l l  a l s o  h e l p  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  n e w  N H M S o c s  w i t h  i t s  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h a v i n g  a n  N H M S o c  w i l l  h e l p  i n  y o u r  s t r o n g e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  G l o b a l  W e a t h e r  E n t e r p r i s e

M i s s i o n  o f  W M O  a n d  a v a i l  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  I F M S  t o  g u i d e  y o u  h o w  t o  c r e a t e  a  F o r u m  i n  y o u r  S o c i e t y  f o r

d i s c u s s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  P u b l i c ,  P r i v a t e  a n d  U n i v e r s i t y  ( P P A )  S e c t o r s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  

8

3  F i n a n c i n g  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t y  ( N H M S o c )  

4  C o n c l u s i o n s  

A l t h o u g h  m o s t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  r u n n i n g  s u c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  v o l u n t e e r s ,  f i n a n c e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  s o m e  s t a f f ,

s o m e  e v e n t s  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  a b o v e  s t a t e d  V a l u e  P r o p o s i t i o n s  t o  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  i t s  m e m b e r s .    O f t e n  s u c h

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  f i n a n c i a l l y  o r  i n - k i n d  b y  t h e  N H M S s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s o u r c e s :  

1 )  R e a s o n a b l e  M e m b e r s h i p  F e e  w i t h  s p e c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  s t u d e n t s  

2 )  F e e  f o r  C o n f e r e n c e s  

3 )  D o n a t i o n s  o r  s p o n s o r s h i p  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  b y  P r i v a t e  S e c t o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  g r o w  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  m e t e o r o l o g y  i n  y o u r  c o u n t r y ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h a v e  a

N H M S o c  w h i c h  c a n  g i v e  a l l  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  a s  l i s t e d  a b o v e  t o  i t s  m e m b e r s .  

I t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h i s  e f f o r t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  w o r k  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s o c i e t y  i n  y o u r  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  I F M S  w i l l  a s s i s t  y o u

b y  p r o v i d i n g  g u i d a n c e  a n d  p a i r i n g  y o u  w i t h  s o m e  e x i s t i n g  m e m b e r  s o c i e t y  n e a r  y o u r  c o u n t r y .  

W i t h  s t r o n g  e f f o r t  b y  W M O  i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  G l o b a l  W e a t h e r  E n t e r p r i s e  ( G W E )  b y  i n c r e a s i n g

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  P P A  S e c t o r s ,  N H M S o c s  c a n  p r o v i d e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f o r u m  f o r  s u c h  d i s c u s s i o n s .

I F M S  c a n  k e e p  y o u  i n f o r m e d  a n d  p r o v i d e  y o u  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h i n  o t h e r  s o c i e t i e s  o n  i m p o r t a n t

i s s u e s  a n d  q u e s t i o n s .  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  s t a r t  a  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t y  i n  y o u r  c o u n t r y  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  a n d

g r o w  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  H y d r o - M e t e o r o l o g y .    
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The Fifth General Meeting of IFMS will be taken place at Budapest, Hungary

from 5 to 6 September 2018. The Hungarian Meteorological Society (MMT)

will be the Host Society of IFMS GM5#. MMT is the founding member of the

European Meteorological Society (1999) and International Forum of

Meteorological Societies (2010), and the Community of Earth Science Civil

Organisations in Hungary (2014). The Society is a co-operative member of

Global Forum of Agrometeorological Societies and Global Forum of

Phenological Networks.The tentative agenda is as below: 

9

W e d n e s d a y ,  5  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8  

T h u r s d a y ,  6  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8  

D r .  Z o l t a n  D u n k e l /  

I F M S  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  
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MMT was founded in 1925. Historically the main goal of the organization of the Society was to financially support the

only Hungarian meteorological journal                       (the name means WEATHER), which was established as a private

paper in 1897 and was in financial crisis in 1925. The new Society was able to save the journal. Nowadays IDŐJÁRÁS is

the Quarterly Journal of OMSZ – Hungarian Meteorological Service and has obtained an indexed abstracted in Science

Citation Index ExpandedTM and Journal Citation Reports/Science Edition impact factor. It is included in the abstract

and citation database SCOPUS®. Nowadays the IDŐJÁRÁS is issued in English and the only Hungarian word is in the

title and it is absolutely independent of the Met Society.  

1 0

MMT commonly issues and edits a periodical, called                               (in Hungarian ATMOSPHERE), with OMSZ –

Hungarian Meteorological Service. The first copy of LÉGKÖR was printed in 1956. It publishes scientific and popular

papers, mainly in meteorology. From time to time it includes summaries of events, as well as official and financial reports

of the Society. For example, the special issue of LÉGKÖR in 2015 celebrated MMT's 90th anniversary. 

The basic objective of MMT is to improve general education, disseminate meteorological

knowledge, encourage environmental awareness and disseminate new scientific results. The

MMT organizes scientific meetings and symposia, establishes permanent an ad hoc

committees, maintains sections and co-operates with other institutions, and international

organizations. MMT organizes meetings, special lectures, issues and edits meteorological

publications, prepares meteorological studies, awards the outstanding meteorological

activities as defined in the Constitution of MMT. The special lectures are organized by the

departments and sectors.  

The MMT has 8 sections, namely Agro- and Biometeorological Section, Aviation Meteorology

Section, Climatological Section, Róna Zsigmond Youth Club, Section for Atmospheric

Dynamics, Section for Atmospheric Environment, Sun- and Wind Energy Section, and Remote

Sensing Section. The last one was established in 2017.  

In addition to these sections, the MMT has got six regional sections in the

country, in main cities of Hungary: Debrecen, Nyíregyháza, Pécs, Szeged, and

Szombathely, and in Eger-Bükk County. During the 2014‒18-period 143

meetings were organized together with the annual assemblies and biennial

meetings in different cities of the country. The last, 36th biennial meeting

was held in Sárospatak and the next 37th will be in Veszprém this year. The

slogan of the meeting is ‘Meteorology, Sustainability, and Climate Change’. 

Each year, awards are presented to groups and individuals involved in outstanding meteorological

activities. The main award of the Society is the Steiner Lajos Commemorative Medal. The outstanding

activity in climatology is awarded by Hegyfoky Kabos Commemorative Medal; the best publication of

year is laureate by Literature Niveau Award, outstanding agrometeorological work recognized by

Berényi Dénes Memorial Certificate. There are two awards in the youth meteorologist category. The

best diploma work is honoured by the Hille Alfréd Youth Prize, and the outstanding young fellow,

below 35 years, is a laureate provided by Róna Zsigmond Foundation Support. The Society also awards

a special honorary membership. It can be domestic or foreign. If the recipient is domestic, the diploma

of honorary membership will be written in Latin and Hungarian, but if the recipient is foreign, it will be

written in Latin and in language of laureate. 

The Hungarian Meteorological Society

has 416 regular (individual) and 8 legal

(supporting) members after the

membership revision in 2018. The

Society is fully operated by volunteers. 

MMT sincerely welcome all Societies

across the world to participate in the

IFMS GM5#, and hope all participants

can enjoy the beauty of Budapest. 
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o President 

o Two Vice-Presidents 

o Secretary 

o Treasurer 

o Six representatives – from member societies in the six IFMS geographic regions I to VI which match exactly the WMO

– Region I-VI. 

D r .  K e i t h  S e i t t e r / I F M S  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  

The International Forum for Meteorological Societies (IFMS) was formed in 2010 with a primary goal of

strengthening the collaboration between professional meteorological societies worldwide.  It currently has 30

members and 7 associate members. 

 In 2015, IFMS undertook an initiative to strengthen its organization and plans for collaboration.  As a part of this

initiative, an IFMS Council was created and populated by IFMS Members who have held their positions in an “Acting”

Capacity.  This Council incorporated IFMS as a non-profit organization under the laws of Washington DC.  The IFMS

Council positions are: 

1 1

1  B a c k g r o u n d :  

 A Council election will be conducted this summer using electronic ballot through email.

This document defines the process and plan to conduct election and schedule for the election. 

I F M S  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s h i p  a n d  T e r m s  o f  O f f i c e  

 Current Council members will serve until a formal election is conducted.  The current Council leadership position

incumbents (in “acting” capacity) are: 

1) President Dr Harinder Ahluwalia (CMOS - Canada) 

2) Vice-President Finance Dr. Keith Seitter (AMS – USA) 

3) Vice-President Administration: Dr. Zoltan Dukel (MMT – Hungary) 

4) Secretary Mr. Kung-Yueh Camyale Chao (MSCT – Taiwan) 

5) Treasurer Mr. Kung-Yueh Camyale Chao (MSCT – Taiwan)  

Six Regional Representatives – one for each IFMS/WMO Region 

6) Region 1 Mr. John Mungai (EAMS – East Africa) 

7) Region 2 AVM Dr. Ajit Tyagi (IMS – India) 

8) Region 3 Dr. Eduardo Agosta (CAM – Argentina) 

9) Region 4 Dr. Jack Hayes (AMS – USA) 

10) Region 5 Dr. Todd Lane (AMOS-Australia) 

11) Region 6 Prof. (Dr.) Elizabeth (Liz) Bentley (RMetS-UK) 

Typically, IFMS work requires a minimum of 5 hours a month from all Council members and more from the President

and other Executive Committee members.

 The IFMS Constitution (available on the IFMS Website) defines terms of office to be three years for each position.

 Regional Representative terms of office are staggered to provide stronger continuity - in other words, each year

one-third of the Representatives will be replaced by newly elected representatives.

o A staggered system of terms of office for the Regional Representatives has been defined in the By-Laws:  each year,

one-third will be replaced by newly elected representatives. This staggered system is designed to strengthen continuity

within the IFMS Council. 

o For this first regular election, a random drawing to specify which Regional Representative positions will serve 1-,2-,

and 3-year terms will be completed before the electronic ballot is set out.   At the end of a three-year cycle, all Regional

Representatives will serve three-year terms.   

o This Election process will require: 

> >The IFMS Council Leadership defined by the first 5 positions in the above list (also called Executive

Committee) to be elected every three years 

Note:  The Executive Committee will have the Executive Director (when hired) as the sixth member who

will not have the voting right. 

>> An annual election of two new Regional Representatives. 
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o  According to the IFMS Bylaws, each IFMS Region will vote for its own Region’s Representative.   Ballots will be

created that allow Region-specific voting, in addition to the IFMS-wide elections for the 5 Executive Committee

Members. 

An Election Commission will be created at least 60 days prior to the election.  It will be composed of no fewer than

three individuals (either current Council members or other volunteers who will not be seeking election to a position

on the ballot). The Election Commission chair will be chosen by the President.

Nominees will be solicited from all IFMS member societies for open positions.  Each society is eligible, but not

obligated, to nominate one person for the Council position representing their IFMS (WMO) region and one for each

of the 5 open positions of the Executive Committee.

The Election Commission will review all responses and create a ballot that includes anyone who has been nominated

and has agreed to have their name included on the ballot.   

1 2

2  I F M S  E l e c t i o n  P r o c e s s :  

Each candidate will be asked to provide a short bio (one page) and personal IFMS vision statement (no more than one

page) and what he/she would bring to the position being sought.

The Election Commission will combine all bios and candidate statements into a single PDF document, and send it,

along with the ballot, to the official representative of each voting member of IFMS, with instructions to return the

ballot to the Election Commission chair. 

The Election Commission chair will share all returned ballots with the entire Election Commission, which will

collectively confirm the votes for each position.

The IFMS President will then inform the rest of IFMS of the outcome. 

6/30:  Form Election Commission 

7/5:    Start nominations 

7/20:  Complete nominations 

7/25:  Candidates provide resumes and vision statements 

7/30:  Distribute ballots 

8/20:  Complete balloting 

3  C u r r e n t  E l e c t i o n  P l a n  

INTERMET ASIA 2018 CONFERENCE-EXHIBITION & GFDRR SESSIONS 

This article summarizes the proceedings of the InterMet Asia 2018 (IMA-2018) in which three Council Members of

IFMS (Dr. Jack Hayes, Mr. Kung-Yueh Chao and Dr. Harinder Ahluwalia) participated on behalf of the IFMS.  We also

had an IFMS booth courtesy of IMA-2018 organizers. 

The following article contains excerpts taken from their Program Book.  The purpose of this article is to inform the

readers of this Newsletter about this Important event.  More National Hydromet Services should participate in future

because, in addition to participating in the discussions on the issues of the day, they can also see a variety of equipment

from various manufacturers.  In addition, the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) of the World

Bank Group (WBG), World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the HydroMet Equipment Industry (HMEI) also

organize sessions to strengthen Global Weather Enterprise (GWE) by strongly supporting the collaboration between

the Public, Private and Academic (PPA) sectors. 

More details about this Conference and Trade Show are available on the website of IMA-2018: 

http://www.intermet.asia/main-programme.html 

In addition, the proceedings of the conference are available in mp3 audio files as well as PDF versions of the

PowerPoint presentations on the following site: 

http://www.intermet.asia/proceedings.html 

These include all conference and workshop proceedings for InterMET Asia 2018 and InterFLOOD Asia 2018, including

the proceedings of the two World Bank-GFDRR hosted sessions on April 10 and 13.  A password is required to access

these Proceedings for which readers are requested to contact IMA-2018 organizers. 

1  I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Dr. Harinder Ahluwalia 
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This year InterMET Asia featured an expanded Co-operation Framework Program which included the following special

sessions organized by the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR). 

1 3

2  I n t e r M E T  A s i a / W o r l d  B a n k - G F D R R  C o o p e r a t i o n  F r a m e w o r k  P r o g r a m  

Monday (April 9, 2018): The first Meeting of the Global Weather Enterprise Forum (GWEF) was held.  The 11 members

who have been selected for the GWEF and 14 additional invitees participated.  The summary of this meeting provided

by Dr. Jack Hayes, who participated in this meeting, is provided in this Newsletter. 

Tuesday (April 10, 2018): A special session of InterMET Asia-World Bank-GFDRR took place on the following topic:

“Meeting the needs of people and society” by Empowering the Global Weather Enterprise (GWE) by strengthening

Public, Private and Academic Collaboration.  

Friday (April 13, 2018): A 1-day Project Workshop on the Modernisation of Hydromet Services – ‘NMHSs in the 21st

Century was held after the main InterMET Asia two-day Show. 

Here is a summary of the GFDRR sessions. 

During the Opening session four speakers provided their remarks.  Peter Lennox (CEO, Meteorological Service of New

Zealand Ltd.) opened the session with introductory remarks as the moderator, Jyoti Shukla (Director, World Bank

Office, Singapore) opened this special session of GFDRR, Brian Day (Chair HMEI) provided the welcome remarks on

behalf of HMEI and Petteri Taalas (Secretary General, WMO) provided welcome remarks on behalf of WMO. 

3  G F D R R  ( W B G )  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  o n  P u b l i c - P r i v a t e - A c a d e m i c  E n g a g e m e n t  

This session focused on the fundamentals of information (observations and forecasts).  A discussion took place on: How

do we ensure reliability and quality across all aspects of the enterprise?  Users (government, industry and public) of

weather information (observation, forecast, etc.) need to have confidence regarding the accuracy, reliability and

credibility of that information. Increased global co-ordination of data and products of known quality is advantageous to

all sectors in the GWE. 

3 . 1  M o r n i n g  S e s s i o n :  T h e  G W E  -  M e e t i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  P e o p l e  a n d  S o c i e t y  

3 . 1 . 1  P A N E L  S E S S I O N  1  -  D A T A  Q U A L I T Y  A N D  S T A N D A R D S  

3 . 1 . 2  P a n e l  S e s s i o n  2  -  N e w  a n d  I n n o v a t i v e  D a t a  f o r  B e t t e r  U s e r  S e r v i c e s  

This session emphasized new data sources; new ways of providing data to users (data services); crowdsourcing and

other techniques.  Given pressures on public funding in many countries, the increase of privately funded data and the

increasing rate of availability of new data sources, are the current mechanisms robust enough to ensure that the global

observing system can be maintained and enhanced so that improved weather information can be provided? 

3 . 2 . 1  D a t a  f o r  A l l  –  D e v e l o p m e n t  A s p e c t s  

This session emphasized how data contributes to development goals; what is limiting development goals; ways to

improve products and services in developing countries. Data is a key contributor to development in both Developed and

Developing worlds. While sharing similar data needs, and business processes, there are distinct and significant

differences between the two. 

This session focused on using data as a vehicle that contributes to the overall value chain and value adding process that

bolsters Developing World countries. The questions below focus on how to mobilize international resources to enhance

observational networks in low- to middle-income countries to benefit regional and local information (and thus also to

benefit global analyses and predictions)? 

3 . 2  A f t e r n o o n  S e s s i o n :  P a n e l  S e s s i o n  3   

3 . 2 . 2  R e f l e c t i o n s ,  W r a p - U p  a n d  C l o s u r e  

The wrap session provided an opportunity for GWE Forum members to

reflect on the issues discussed and to provide some thoughts on ways

forward to address the issues raised. The forum also discussed how they

should proceed with future activities in general.  

4  G F D R R  ( W B G )  W o r k s h o p  S e s s i o n  N M H S s  f o r

t h e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  
Lessons from the modernization of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services. 

The panelists reflected on the importance of integration of meteorology and hydrology and services for users.What

works well and what doesn’t in modernization projects was also considered from the perspective of the client, systems

integrator and development partners, highlighting ways to improve design, implementation and outcomes. 

4 . 1  P a n e l  S e s s i o n :  L e s s o n s  L e a r n e d  –  W h a t  W o r k s  a n d  W h a t  d o e s n ’ t ?  
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1 4

4 . 2  D I S C U S S I O N  S E S S I O N  

Turning ideas into action - Re-imagining NMHSs in the 21st Century.  The Moderator for this session was Vladimir

Tsirkunov of GFDRR. 

1. How to strengthen cooperation among meteorological, hydrological and other operational actors to deliver fit for

purpose national services? 

a. Often investments follow traditional disciplinary lines, which don’t reflect the needs of end-users, despite

emphasizing service delivery 

2. How to improve the effectiveness of investments? 

a. Role of Systems Integrators 

3. What are the potential alternatives to improving and sustaining NMHSs? 

4. How to use existing instruments to enhance preparation? 

a. Strategic planning – where does the NMHS want to go? 

b. Assessment of existing operations and how far away they are from the desired state? 

c. Role of international advisors? 

d. Other actions that can be taken? 

Readers are encouraged to think about these questions and statements and provide their ideas for further discussions

through LinkedIn Groups which IFMS is creating.  Further information about these groups will be provided in the near

future. 

4 . 3  Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  p a n e l  w e r e :  

W e d n e s d a y  1 1 t h  A p r i l  

There were two days (April 11 and 12) of Conference and Exhibition which are summarized below.  A more detailed

Program including speakers, their affiliations and topics of presentation are available on the following website. 

http://www.intermet.asia/main-programme.html 

There was a Joint InterMet /InterFlood Plenary Session in

which welcome address was provided by Petteri Taalas,

Secretary-General, WMO through a recorded Video. 

The following sessions were held:   

5  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  E x h i b i t i o n  

P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  

Session 1: Observing Systems Technologies 

Session 2: Advances in Weather and Flood Forecasting Systems 

T h u r s d a y 1 2 t h  A p r i l  
J o i n t  I n t e r M e t  /  I n t e r F l o o d  K e y n o t e  S e s s i o n   

This is the session in which two of our Council Members made presentations: 

Dr. Harinder Ahluwalia:  The Role of the IFMS in Strengthening the Global Weather Enterprise 

Jack Hayes: When Hydrology and Meteorology Work Together: The Value of Operational Collaboration

and Coordination. 

Session 3: Forecaster Visualization Tools 

Session 4: Tools for Communicating Extreme Weather Risk 

Session 5: Overview of Impact-Based Forecast and Warning Services 

Session 6: Impact-Based Flood Forecasting and Early Response 

Session 7: Implementing Impact Based Forecast and Warning Services in Developing Countries Wrap Up 

In addition, a Parallel Session of Technical Presentations was also held in which Private Sector companies showcased

their companies through presentations on their technologies. 

6  E x h i b i t i o n  

A total of 45 companies participated in the Exhibition.  The

list of these companies is presented on the following

website: http://www.intermet.asia/exhibitor-list-2018.html 

Thanks to InterMet Asia-2018, IFMS also was given a booth

display some posters and pamphlets about IFMS. 

In general it was a nice experience for the participants and

their strong interest was demonstrated by the attendance of

so many delegates . 
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FIRST MEETING OF THE GLOBAL WEATHER ENTERPRISE 
FORUM 9 APRIL 2018 

Dr. Jack Hayes/IFMS Council Member  

O n  9  A p r i l ,  I  a t t e n d e d  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  W e a t h e r  E n t e r p r i s e  F o r u m  ( G W E F )  i n  S i n g a p o r e  a s  a n

i n v i t e d  a d v i s e r  f r o m  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F o r u m  o f  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l

S o c i e t i e s  ( I F M S ) .    T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  2 5  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  1 1  G W E F  m e m b e r s ,  i n v i t e d

e x p e r t s ,  a d v i s e r s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  –  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  H y d r o -

M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  E q u i p m e n t  I n d u s t r y  ( H M E I ) ,  t h e  G l o b a l  F a c i l i t y  f o r  D i s a s t e r  R e d u c t i o n  a n d  R e c o v e r y

( G F D R R )  o f  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k  G r o u p  ( W B G )  a n d  t h e  W o r l d  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( W M O ) .  

T h e  g r o w i n g  i n c i d e n c e  a n d  i m p a c t  o f  w e a t h e r  e x t r e m e s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  i s  n e e d e d  a c r o s s  t h e  G l o b a l  W e a t h e r  E n t e r p r i s e ,  w h i c h  d r a w s  f r o m  i t s  t h r e e

s e c t o r s :    P u b l i c ,  P r i v a t e  a n d  A c a d e m i c .    A t  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k  G r o u p  l a s t

N o v e m b e r ,  a n  a c t i o n  p l a n  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  a m o n g  t h e  t h r e e  s e c t o r s  t o  i m p r o v e

w e a t h e r ,  h y d r o l o g i c a l  a n d  c l i m a t e  s e r v i c e s  t o  s o c i e t i e s  w o r l d w i d e .    T h e  m e e t i n g  i n  S i n g a p o r e  w a s  a n  i n i t i a l

s t e p  a n d  f o c u s e d  o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  G l o b a l  W e a t h e r  E n t e r p r i s e  F o r u m  ( G W E F )  t o  p r o v i d e  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r

c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  l i a i s o n  a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b a l  w e a t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e  f o r

t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l .    S p o n s o r i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  W M O  ( l e a d ) ,  t h e  G F D R R  a n d  t h e  H M E I .      

A t  t h e  S i n g a p o r e  m e e t i n g ,  i t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w o u l d  b e  d r a w n  f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e  G W E  s e c t o r s

a n d  t o  k e e p  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  s m a l l  –  f o u r  c o r e  m e m b e r s  f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s e c t o r s .    A  C o o r d i n a t i n g

G r o u p  c o m p o s e d  o f  l e a d e r s  a n d  a d v i s e r s  f r o m  W M O ,  W B G  a n d  H M E I  w a s  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d .    I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a n

i n i t i a l  d r a f t  o f  t h e  G W E F  T e r m s  o f  R e f e r e n c e  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  c o m m i t t i n g  t h e  f o r u m  t o :  

a )    H e l p  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  e x p l o i t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  t o  m i t i g a t e  r i s k s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  G W E .   

b )    C o n t r i b u t e  t o  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c o m m o n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  G W E  l a n d s c a p e  a n d  r e l a t e d  r o l e s  a n d

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  i t s  s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  a g r e e d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m u t u a l l y - b e n e f i c i a l  p a r t n e r s h i p s  a n d

c o d e  o f  e t h i c s .   

c )    K e e p  i n  f o c u s  t h e  n e e d  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  l e a s t  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  m a k e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  s o l u t i o n s

a c r o s s  t h r e e  s e c t o r s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  s u s t a i n a b l e  c a p a c i t y .     

d )    P r o v i d e  i n p u t  t o  t h e  W M O  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  H M E I  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  t o  r e l e v a n t  G l o b a l  P r a c t i c e s  a n d  g r o u p s

w i t h i n  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k  G r o u p  o n  m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  g l o b a l  w e a t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e .   

e )    R e c o m m e n d  s t u d i e s  a n d  e v i d e n t i a l  r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  s t a t u s  a n d  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  w e a t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e .  
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G W E  F o r u m  m e m b e r s :   

•  D a i s u k e  A b e ,  C h i e f  S e r v i c e  O f f i c e r ,  W e a t h e r N e w s  I n c .  

•  P e t e r  A m b e n j e ,  W M O  P R  f o r  K e n y a  

•  P a t r i c k  B e n i c h o u ,  C E O ,  M e t e o  F r a n c e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

•  E r l a n d  K ä l l é n ,  D i r e c t o r ,  C e n t r e  f o r  C l i m a t e  R e s e a r c h ,  S i n g a p o r e  

•  T a t s u y a  K i m u r a ,  D i r e c t o r ,  P u b l i c  A w a r e n e s s  a n d  P a r t n e r s h i p s  D i v i s i o n ,  J a p a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  A g e n c y  

•  A l e s s a n d r a  L i b e r t o ,  B u s i n e s s  D e v e l o p m e n t  M a n a g e r ,  C a m p b e l l  S c i e n t i f i c  I n c .  

•  D a v i d  P a r s o n s ,  D i r e c t o r ,  S c h o o l  o f  M e t e o r o l o g y ,  O k l a h o m a  U n i v e r s i t y  

•  P e t e r  P l a t z e r ,  C E O ,  S p i r e  G l o b a l  

•  C e l e s t e  S a u l o ,  W M O  P R  f o r  A r g e n t i n a  

•  M i c h a e l  S t a u d i n g e r ,  D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l ,  Z e n t r a l a n s t a l t  f u r  M e t e o r o l o g i e  u n d  G e o d y n a m i k  ( Z A M G )  a n d

P r e s i d e n t  o f  W M O  R e g i o n  6 ,  E u r o p e  

f )    C o o r d i n a t e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r s  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  g r o w t h

a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  w e a t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e .  

g )    P r o m o t e  a  s e r i e s  o f  d i a l o g u e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  G W E  s e c t o r s  t o  m e e t  a n d  d i s c u s s  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  

h )    E x p l o r e  w a y s  t o  e n g a g e  a n d  i n v o l v e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a s  w i d e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR IFMS ACTIVITIES 
D r .  H a r i n d e r  A h l u w a l i a  

The IFMS is a key organization working for the promotion of hydrometeorology.  It is also a very important

component of the promotion of the Global Weather Enterprise.  Although we plan to have a small secretariat to run

the day to day affairs, fundamentally IFMS is a volunteer-based Organization.  In order to implement its Value

Proposition (see the Article of IFMS Progress Report) we need volunteers for the following activities: 

1. Webinars 

2. Best Practices 

3. Campaign to attract additional Member Societies and also create new societies 

4. Fund Raising Campaign Coordinator 

5. Coordinating Website Updates 

6. Coordinating Collaboration 

7. Reviewers for Newsletter 

8. Evaluation of best ways of using Social Media by IFMS. 

1  I n t r o d u c t i o n  

For each if the items discussed below, we are looking for a Chief Coordinator Volunteer who can form his/her own

team to implement the stated item. 

2  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  D u t i e s  

M o n t h l y  G W E F  t e l e p h o n e  c o n f e r e n c e s  a r e  p l a n n e d  t o  e n s u r e  t i m e l y  p r o g r e s s  o n  a g r e e d  u p o n  a c t i o n s .    A n d ,

a n o t h e r  f a c e - t o - f a c e  m e e t i n g  i s  t a r g e t e d  f o r  t h e  M e t  T e c h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  O c t o b e r .    T h e  G W E F

v i s i o n  i s  a n  a m b i t i o u s  o n e  –  t o  c r e a t e  a  G W E  p a r t n e r s h i p  w h i c h  s t r e n g t h e n s  w e a t h e r ,  w a t e r  a n d  c l i m a t e

s e r v i c e s  w o r l d w i d e  t o  b e t t e r  m e e t  s o c i e t y ’ s  n e e d s .    I F M S  h a s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  m e e t i n g s  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t  a n d

h a s  b e e n  i n v i t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  i n p u t  w h i c h  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  G W E  p a r t n e r s h i p .    I F M S  M e m b e r s  a r e

a s k e d  t o  p r o v i d e  i d e a s ,  q u e s t i o n s ,  e t c . ,  t o  H a r i n d e r  A h l u w a l i a ,  J a c k  H a y e s ,  o r  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  I F M S

E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l .    W i t h  y o u r  s u p p o r t ,  I F M S  c a n  m a k e  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n i t i a t i v e .    
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2 . 1  W e b i n a r s  

2 . 2  B e s t  P r a c t i c e s  

2 . 3  C a m p a i g n  f o r  M e m b e r s h i p  

One of the activities of IFMS is presenting Webinars on various topics including technical ones.  We are looking for a

Volunteer to be the Chief Coordinator of this activity.  Kindly offer your services.  The tasks will include: 

1) Looking for interesting Webinar Topics 

2) Getting topics approved by the Council 

3) Sending messages to all societies asking them to contact their members so that interested ones can register for the

Webinar 

4) Organizing the Webinar. 

One of the Value Propositions of the IFMS is to promote professional standards and best practices across

meteorological service providers and practitioners around the world.  Best Practices are an important component of

running an organization efficiently.  Normally each Society creates such documents and spends considerable effort in

doing so.  The idea here is that all IFMS member Societies can help each other – especially by developing Common

Documents related to Best Practices which can be tailored by each Society to meet its local requirements and

governance. 

The duties of the Chief Volunteer for this activity are: 

1) Looking for available Best Practices 

2) Getting them approved by the IFMS Council 

3) Receiving suggestions and think about creating new Best Practice items and details. 

The IFMS would like to have all existing National Hydro-Met Societies (NHMSoc) to become member of IFMS.  In

addition, there are many countries which should have an NHMSoc but do not.  We are starting a campaign to

convince local National Hydro-Met Services to start such a society in its country.  We have included a couple of

articles on this issue in this edition of our Newsletter. 

The typical tasks of the Chief Volunteer for the Membership team are to: 

1) Identify countries which have an NHMSoc but in which it is not a member of IFMS 

2) Send the standard letter - prepared by the President - on his behalf 

3) Identify countries where there is no NHMSoc but there should be one 

4) Send the material we have prepared to these countries  

5) With the assistance of IFMS, pair them with societies in their region who are prepared to help such countries. 

IFMS needs funds to become a very strong organization for the betterment of the Global Weather Enterprise (GWE).

 We need funds for: 

i. Secretariat – with an Executive Director and an assistant 

ii. Very essential travel of staff and Council Members 

iii. Website and its support 

iv. To cover the travel cost of members of needy societies 

v. Other miscellaneous costs. 

We are hoping that utility of the IFMS, and the help it can provide to the WMO in strengthening the GWE, will

persuade the WMO and the WBG to provide financial assistance.  However, we need additional funds and define

ways in which we could generate these additional funds.  We expect this Volunteer Group to do the following: 

1) Explore and define potential ways of financing IFMS 

2) With the help of IFMS, produce a document discussing different ways of financing IFMS 

3) IFMS will consider the suggested methods to finance IFMS and decide which ones to implement. 

4) Make plan to implement selected items 

5) Help implement them. 

2 . 4  F u n d  R a i s i n g  C a m p a i g n  C o o r d i n a t o r  
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2 . 5  C o o r d i n a t i n g  W e b s i t e  U p d a t e s  

2 . 6  C o o r d i n a t i n g  “ C o l l a b o r a t i o n ”  

2 . 7  R e v i e w e r s  f o r  N e w s l e t t e r  

Currently, the IFMS Website is maintained by AMS for which we are grateful.  We need to request updates and plan

regular updates.  Volunteer assistance is required to coordinate this effort. 

One of the Value Propositions of the IFMS is to create “Collaboration” between member societies and also between

members of these societies.  For this we have created a “Collaboration” tab on our website.  Those member societies

or their members who are interested in collaborating with another society or its members can make a request by

filling the provided form and submitting it via email address: ifms.collaboration@gmail.com.  The Chief Volunteer for

this activity will monitor this email address frequently and check whether any collaboration request has been

received.  If yes, then he/she will take the required action which means advertise this request on the IFMS Website

and find interested parties. 

We are creating an IFMS Newsletter Review Board which will consist of three members.  One of these reviewers will

be the Chief Reviewer who will coordinate the activities of the Review Board.  The duties of this Review Board will be

to solicit material from member societies, review the received material for the relevance of the subject matter to the

activities of the IFMS and quality of text. 

2 . 8  S o c i a l  M e d i a  u s a g e  b y  I F M S  
One of the popular and effective ways of communication between all components of the IFMS (society to society,

individual to society and individual to individual) is Social Media.  The potential Social Media candidates for

Professional Societies are Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, WhatsApp, Snapchat and Instagram. 

We would like to have volunteers to determine the best ways of using these Social Media and steps to implement

them.  It would be very useful if proposed volunteers have already implemented it for some organization. 

3  C o n c l u s i o n s  
The IFMS is basically a volunteer-based organization.  In order to implement its Value Proposition, we need

assistance of volunteers.  We are requesting members of our member societies to offer their service for important

tasks discussed in this article.  In turn, we will recognize our best volunteers through rewards and publishing their

names in our Newsletter. 
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E n h a n c e d  N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s :   

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  B a s e d  o n  P u b l i c  P r i v a t e  P a r t n e r s h i p s  

O v e r v i e w  

M a r k e t - B a s e d  P a t h w a y  t o  I m p r o v i n g  N M H S  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  

Ari Davidov, Director of International Business and James Anderson, Senior Vice President of

Sales Earth Networks, Inc. 

National Meteorological and Hydrological Agencies (NMHS) in many countries struggle to provide basic services to

stakeholders and the public.  A combination of unsustainable technology and funding, exacerbated by limited

management and operational capacity, creates a reinforcing cycle resulting in further degradation of the services

they provide and overall organizational sustainability.  Here, we try to define a set of conditions that could reverse

this cycle: improving the services NMHS deliver, lowering the cost and technical capacity requirements to deliver

those services, and generating revenue for the NMHS associated with those services. 

Conditions for Sustainable Program Development consist of four categories. 

1. Fit for Purpose Technology 

2. Multi-Year Project Investment 

3. Public Private Partnership (PPP) 

4. Regional Approach 

For numerous years Earth Networks has

developed Public Private Partnerships (PPPs)

and worked with leading international donor

funded programs on long-term sustainability. It

is generally understood that there is a

development curve for the establishment and

adoption of weather information services, and

thus for sustainability models.  In fact, this

resembles a classic product adoption curve.   

Fit-for-Purpose Technology. The technologies implemented must be low cost to deploy, operate and maintain and

must meet many user and NMHS needs. The focus should be on automation and “leapfrog” technology, enabling the

benefits of improved monitoring and forecasting at a fraction of cost and technical investment required for

traditional systems. Importantly, this can be implemented in target countries with severely limited, unevenly

distributed infrastructure, or in more thoroughly developed countries.  Fortunately, there are such technologies

available that have good track records of operational sustainability in developing countries. 

The Sales Addressable Market (SAM) expands as market adoption increases. The potential for commercial

sustainability of the implemented Weather Information Services also increases, reducing the burden on the NMHS. 

Multi-Year Project Investment.  A multi-year investment approach allows countries to assimilate new technologies

without assuming significant additional operational costs at the outset. As the ICT skills, technical infrastructure, and

sustainable revenues increase to appropriate levels, the NMHS assumes more responsibilities for operating,

financing, and managing the new services.   

Public Private Partnership.  Once the new services are established, NMHS and their private sector partners have

permission to access and sell data and value-added services to third parties interested in utilizing it, allowing NMHS

to take advantage of the available market opportunity. The data rights aspect is particularly key – the PPP must

provide for sufficient licensing and relicensing of data and value-added services to enable lawful commercialization

under a long-term agreement.  This can be done in harmony with, and even serving to reinforce the NMHS sovereign

institutional role, as the single authoritative voice for official weather information.   

Regional Approach.  It is beneficial to all parties to take a multi-country, multi-user approach to projects that deploy

and operate technologies based on interoperable observational systems. Benefits of a regional approach include:

reduction in the number of points deployed per country, reduction of ongoing maintenance commitments, more

resources allocated to capacity building and sustainability objectives, and more.  
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P r a c t i c a l  E x a m p l e s  f r o m  t h e  F i e l d  

United States  

For over a decade,  EN (Earth Networks)  has worked extensively with US National  Oceanographic and

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the National  Weather Service (NWS).  EN contributes significantly by

supplying NOAA/NWS with quality controlled data on current weather conditions from the largest private

sector based networks in United States under the budget-saving National  Mesonet Program

(www.nationalmesonet.us) ,  where EN is  a  key private sector partner.  Furthermore,  EN also supplies

NOAA/NWS with real-time,  wide-area total  l ightning data and nowcasting derivatives as a service.  While the

United States is  a  vastly different environment from that of  a  typical  NMHS in a developing country,  best

practices from these proven initiatives can serve as foundational  models for the PPP based collaboration

required for success.    

Brazil  

In  2010,  EN announced it  had entered into a joint research and evaluation partnership with the Instituto

Nacional  de Pesquisas Espaciais  (INPE),  the National  Institute for Space Research in Brazil  and deployed the

Brazil ian Total  Lightning Network (BrasilDAT).   

Customers of  the data and content services include the largest electrical  uti l ity companies.  These companies

invest in severe weather data because it  helps to improve power quality,  prevent and manage outages,  and

improve overall  operations.  In aviation,  global  oi l  majors use the data for their  airplane and helicopter f leets

that deliver goods and staff  to and from offshore facil it ies.  Mining companies have many operating sites in

Brazil  and use the EN real-time proximity alerting services on a routine basis.  

     

The advanced severe weather content has improved federal  and state level  services and enabled indigenous

commercial  weather service providers to enhance availabil ity of  high-quality weather information to the

public.      

East Africa  

For several  years,  EN and the NMHS of Kenya,  Tanzania,  Uganda,  Rwanda,  and Burundi  of  the East African

Community conducted a pilot  project in the Lake Victoria region.  Uganda National  Meteorological  Authority

(UNMA) leads the way in scaling this  up.  The EN technology has been extended to cover most of  the countries,

including those most prone to f lash f loods.  Data servers were installed at  UNMA facil it ies to house the

collected data.  Training has taken place with network technicians and forecasters.  Meanwhile,  another

competition-based grant program has enabled a partner’s  mobile service to automatically distribute UNMA

forecasts and alerts to mil l ions of  subscribers.    

West-Central  Africa  

Since 2013,  EN has been deploying its  suite of  services for use by the NMHS and other stakeholders in the

region.  This  includes pilot  programs and national  programs that operate on a long-term basis.  Liberia,  Sierra

Leone,  and The Gambia in partnership with United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) have engaged EN

to build and operate comprehensive weather information services for them.  Additionally,  EN is  the technology

supplier for the multi-country aviation safety program with the Agency for Aerial  Navigation Safety in Africa

and Madagascar (ASECNA).  ASECNA and other commercial  interests provide for sustained network operation,

expansion and service delivery in 17 countries in the West-Central  African region.   

These are just  a  few examples of  ongoing projects that have helped inform the core principles defined above.

 These principles really define the basic criteria for successfully developing sustainable capacity development

initiatives in developing countries.  With the right combination of  technology,  f inancial  support,  the Public

Private Partnership model  and a regional  approach,  an NMHS can really improve its  service delivery and begin

to reverse the cycle that can erode its  capacity to deliver services.  The smart adoption of  this  framework can

have a sustainable impact.      
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SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY FOR ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES 

S A S A S 2 0 1 7  c o n f e r e n c e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  2 1 - 2 2  S e p t e m b e r

2 0 1 7 ,  R a n c h  R e s o r t ,  P o l o k w a n e  

D a y  2  ( 2 2  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 7 )  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  s p r i n g  e q u i n o x  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  H e m i s p h e r e

–  a  d a y  w h e n  t h e  s u n ’ s  d i s k  i s  d i r e c t l y  o v e r h e a d  t h e  e q u a t o r  h e r a l d i n g  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  t h e  e a r l y  s u m m e r  t o

s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .   

T h e  3 3 r d  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n

S o c i e t y  f o r  A t m o s p h e r i c  S c i e n c e s  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y

h o s t e d  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V e n d a  d u r i n g  2 1 - 2 2

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 7  a t  P r o t e a  H o t e l  R a n c h  R e s o r t ,

P o l o k w a n e .  I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  

h e l d  i n  L i m p o p o  P r o v i n c e .  

T h e  t w o - d a y  c o n f e r e n c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  5 7  o r a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  i n  f o u r  p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n s  a n d  s i x  p a r a l l e l  s e s s i o n s .

2 4  p o s t e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  d u r i n g  p o s t e r  s e s s i o n s  o n  d a y  1 .  T w e n t y - s i x  p e e r - r e v i e w e d  a p e r s  w e r e

a c c e p t e d  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  a s  c o n f e r e n c e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o n  h t t p s : / / w w w . s a s a s . o r g / 2 0 1 7 - s a s a s - c o n f e r e n c e .  

T h e  a i m  o f  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  c l i m a t e

c h a n g e  r e s e a r c h  h e n c e  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  t h e m e

“ C h a l l e n g e s  o f  a  w a r m i n g  p l a n e t ” ,  w a s  s e l e c t e d

f o l l o w i n g  r e c e n t  r e c o r d  w a r m i n g  a s  2 0 1 6 ,  2 0 1 5  a n d

2 0 1 4  b e c a m e  t h e  h o t t e s t  y e a r s  g l o b a l l y  s i n c e  

  i n s t r u m e n t a l  r e c o r d s  b e g a n  m o r e  t h a n  1 5 0  y e a r s  a g o .   

A  u n i q u e  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  3 3 r d  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  t h a t  t h e  k e y n o t e  a n d  i n v i t e d  s p e a k e r s  a r e  a l l  S o u t h

A f r i c a n s  –  r e c o g n i z i n g  a n d  c e l e b r a t i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o u r  o w n  e x p e r t s  h a v e  m a d e  t o  t h e  f i e l d  o f  t h e

a t m o s p h e r i c  s c i e n c e s  g l o b a l l y .  B y  f a r  t h e  l a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  d e l e g a t e s  w e r e  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  s e v e n

u n i v e r s i t i e s  s u c h  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  f i v e  s e s s i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  “ a l l  s t u d e n t ”  s e s s i o n s  –  a n d  c h a i r e d  b y  s t u d e n t s !  

“ C o n t i n e n t a l  t r o p i c a l  l o w - p r e s s u r e  s y s t e m s  a n d  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t e d  r a i n f a l l  o v e r  t h e  H i g h v e l d  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a

u s i n g  s e l f - o r g a n i z i n g  m a p s ” ,  b y  M a t s h i d i s o  M o g a l e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P r e t o r i a        

BEST ORAL PRESENTATION (BSC HONS CATEGORY) 

“ I n f l u e n c e  o f  t r o p i c a l - t e m p e r a t e - t r o u g h s  o n  s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n  c l i m a t e ” ,  b y  K g a b o  L a m o l a ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V e n d a  

BEST POSTER PRESENTATION (BSC HONS CATEGORY) 

“ D o w n s c a l i n g  o f  p r o j e c t e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  h y d r o - c l i m a t e  d o m a i n ”  b y  T h a b o  M a k g o a l e ,  N o r t h

W e s t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  

BEST ORAL PRESENTATION (MASTERS/PHD CATEGORY) 

“ M o d e l l i n g  t h e  l o w - f r e q u e n c y  v a r i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  O c e a n ”  b y  M t h e t h o  S o v a r a ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a p e  T o w n  

BEST POSTER PRESENTATION (MASTERS/PHD CATEGORY) 

F r o m  L e f t :  M r  M t h e t h o  S o v a r a ,  M s  M a t s h i d i s o  M o g a l e ,  M s  K g a b o  L a m o l a  a n d  M r  T h a b o  M a k g o a l e  
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•  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  m e t e o r o l o g y ,  h y d r o l o g y

a n d  a t m o s p h e r i c  s c i e n c e s  i n  E t h i o p i a ;  

•  p r o m o t e  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  m e t e o r o l o g y  a n d  a l l i e d  s c i e n c e s ;  

•  c a r r y  o u t  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  s o  t h a t  i t s  m e m b e r s  a r e  a r m e d  w i t h  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l

f i e l d ;  

•  e n s u r e  t h a t  m e t e o r o l o g y  a n d  a l l i e d  s c i e n c e s  a r e  a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  E t h i o p i a ;     

•  i s s u e  a  s c i e n t i f i c  j o u r n a l  p e r i o d i c a l l y ;  

•  c r e a t e  a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g s t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  E t h i o p i a  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e ;  a n d  

•  p r o m o t e  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a m o n g  i t s  m e m b e r s .  

E t M S  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 0 7 .  

I t  h a s  2 0 0  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  b r a n c h  o f f i c e s  i n  E t h i o p i a .  

•  T h e  E t M S  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  a w a r d e d  t h e  F i f t h  E t M S  s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  f o u r  E t M S  m e m b e r s  i n  2 0 1 7 .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  w i n n e r s  o f  t h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  a n d  t h e i r  p a p e r  t i t l e s :  

1 .  Y i m e r  M o h a m m e d  :  C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  C l i m a t e  V a r i a b i l i t y  a n d  I t s  E f f e c t  o n  S o r g h u m  ( S o r g h u m  b i c o l o r  L . )

a n d  T e f f  ( E r a g r o s t i s  t e f  ( Z u c c . )  P r o d u c t i o n  i n  O r o m i a  S p e c i a l  Z o n e ,  N o r t h  E a s t e r n  E t h i o p i a  . . . . .     

2 .  L e t a  B e k e l e :    M o d e l i n g  t h e  I m p a c t  o f  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  o n  H a r i c o t  B e a n  P r o d u c t i o n  a n d  I n t e n t l y  A d a p t a t i o n

O p t i o n  i n  t h e  S e m i  A r i d  C e n t r a l  R i f t  v a l l e y  o f  E t h i o p i a   

3 .  B e k e l e  K e b e b e :  M o d e l i n g  t h e  I m p a c t  o f  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  o n  F o o d  B a r l e y  P r o d u c t i o n  i n  L e m u  B i l b i l o  O r o m i a

R e g i o n a l  S t a t e ,  E t h i o p i a      

4 .  J e m a l  G e b e y e h u :    P o t e n t i a l  I m p a c t  o f  c l i m a t e  C h a n g e  o n  M a i z e  P r o d u c t i o n  i n  W e s t  G o j j a m ,  A m h a r a  R e g i o n ,

E t h i o p i a        

•  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  E t M S  E N S O  C o n f e r e n c e ,  h e l d  o n  8  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 7  i n  A d d i  A b a b a ,  E t h i o p i a ,  w a s  p u b l i s h e d

a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  e m a i l  t o  E t M S  m e m b e r s  a n d  t o  o t h e r s  c o n c e r n e d ,  o n  8  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 8 .  

•  T h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  “ G u i d e  f o r  U s e r s  o f  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n ”  w h i c h  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e  E t h i o p i a n

M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  w a s  r e d r a f t e d  b y  a  j o i n t  t e a m  o f  1 0  e x p e r t s    d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l

A g e n c y  a n d  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y :  T h e  G u i d e  w a s  f i n a l i z e d  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l

M e t r o l o g i c a l  A g e n c y  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  

N E W S  

E V E N T S  

E t M S  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e v e n t s :  

•  T h e  W o r l d  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  D a y  w h i c h  i s  c e l e b r a t e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  o n  1 4  M a r c h  e v e r y  y e a r .  I t  w a s

c e l e b r a t e d  i n  E t h i o p i a  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  A g e n c y  i n  2 0 1 7  i n  H a w a s a ,  E t h i o p i a  a n d  i n  2 0 1 8  i n

A d d i s  A b a b a ,  E t h i o p i a .    

•  N a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  O u t l o o k  F o r u m  f o r  t h e  m a i n  J u n e  –  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 7  r a i n y  s e a s o n  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l

M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  A g e n c y  o n  0 1  J u n e  2 0 1 7 ,  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a ,  E t h i o p i a .    

•  M e e t i n g s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  E t h i o p i a  M i n i s t r y  o f  S c i e n c e  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  (

M o S T  ) ,  n a m e l y  :  

-  T h e  8 t h  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e ,  T e c h n o l o g y  &  I n n o v a t i o n    A w a r d  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a ,  E t h i o p i a .  

-  M o S T  2 0 1 8  P u b l i c  W i n g  6 - m o n t h  a n d  9 - m o n t h  a c t i v i t i e s  p e r f o r m a n c e  e v a l u a t i o n .    

•  T h e  4 5 t h  G r e a t e r  H o r n  o f  A f r i c a  C l i m a t e  O u t l o o k  F o r u m  (  G H A C O F  )  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  f r o m  0 6  –  0 7  F e b r u a r y

2 0 1 7 ,  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a ,  E t h i o p i a .  

•  T h e  4 7 t h  G r e a t e r  H o r n  o f  A f r i c a  C l i m a t e  O u t l o o k  F o r u m  (  G H A C O F  )  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  f r o m    2 1 - 2 2  A u g u s t

2 0 1 7 ,  i n  Z a n z i b a r ,  T a n z a n i a .  

•  A g r i c u l t u r a l  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  A g e n c y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  A g r o m e t e o r o l o g y ,  3 - 4  J u l y  2 0 1 7 ,  A d d i s

A b a b a ,  E t h i o p i a .    

•  N A S A  I D S :  S e a s o n a l  P r e d i c t i o n  o f  H y d r o - C l i m a t i c  E x t r e m e s  i n  t h e  G r a t e r  H o r n  o f  A f r i c a  ( G H A ) :  T h e  T h i r d

P a r t i c i p a t o r y  R e s e a r c h  W o r k s h o p ”  t h a t  w a s  h e l d  o n  2 4 - 2 5 t h  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7 ,  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a ,  E t h i o p i a .  E t M S

w a s  t h e  e v e n t  o r g a n i z e r .  
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P U B L I C A T I O N S  

•  T h e  3 r d  J o u r n a l  o f  E t M S  (  J E t M S  )  i s  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  p h a s e  a n d  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  a s  s o o n  a s

p o s s i b l e .  

•  T h e  1 6 t h  i s s u e  o f  t h e  E t M S  N e w s l e t t e r  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 8 .  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  A N D  P L A N N E D  A C T I V I T I E S  

•  E t M S  1 1 t h  A n n u a l  R e g u l a r  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  ( G A )  a n d  a  S e m i n a r  o n  ‘ ’  D r i v e r s  a n d  T r e n d s  o f

H y d r o m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  E x t r e m e s    a n d  t h e i r  S e n s i t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e  C h a n g i n g  C l i m a t e  a n d  t h e  R e s u l t i n g  I m p a c t s  o n

S e l e c t e d  E c o n o m i c  S e c t o r s  i n  E t h i o p i a ’ ’  w i l l  b e  h e l d ,  b a c k  t o  b a c k .  o n    4  a n d  5  J u n e  2 0 1 8  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f

A r b a m i n c h  U n i v e r s i t y ,  5 0 0  k m  s o u t h  o f  A d d i s  A b a b a ,  E t h i o p i a .  

•  T h e  6 t h  E t M S  m e m b e r s  e x c u r s i o n  i s  p l a n n e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  E t M S    G A  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  J u n e  2 0 1 8 .    

S t a r t i n g  N e w  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t i e s  
W o r k n e h  D e g e f u  ( E t h i o p i a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y )  w i t h  I n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  H a r i n d e r  A h l u w a l i a    

1  I n t r o d u c t i o n  
I F M S  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t i e s  a r e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  W e a t h e r  E n t e r p r i s e

( G W E ) .    T h e y  t e n d  t o  h a v e  m e m b e r s  f r o m  a l l  t h r e e  s e c t o r s  ( P u b l i c ,  P r i v a t e  a n d  A c a d e m i c  -  P P A )  a n d  c a n  p r o v i d e

a  s t r o n g  v a l u e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  a  v e n u e  f o r  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h r e e  s e c t o r s .  W i t h  I F M S ’

V a l u e  P r o p o s i t i o n ,  t h e s e  s o c i e t i e s  c a n  l e v e r a g e  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  c a n  d e v e l o p  a t  a  f a s t e r  r a t e .  

O n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  a c t i v i t i e s  I F M S  p l a n s  t o  e x e c u t e  i s  c r e a t i o n  o f  n e w  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t i e s  i n  c o u n t r i e s

w h e r e  n o n e  e x i s t  b u t  t h a t  a r e  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  o n e .    W M O  h a s  1 9 1  M e m b e r s  S t a t e s  a n d  t e r r i t o r i e s  a s  i t s

m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  l e s s  t h a n  7 0  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e

s c o p e  f o r  I F M S  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  n e w  s o c i e t i e s .  I F M S  h a s  t a k e n  u p  t h a t  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  h a s  s t a r t e d

i n v i t i n g  s u c h  c o u n t r i e s  t o  s t a r t  a  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t y .  W e  w i l l  r e q u e s t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  t o

h e l p  n e w l y  c r e a t e d  s o c i e t i e s  a n d  I F M S  w i l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  r e q u i r e d  a s s i s t a n c e .  S u c h  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  o f t e n  s t a r t e d  a n d

f i n a n c i a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o  - M e t  S e r v i c e s  ( N H M S ) .  N H M S s  d r a w  m a n y  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  s u c h

s o c i e t i e s ,  e . g . ,  t h e y  g e t  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  m e t e o r o l o g y  a n d  t h e y  g e t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a

v o l u n t e e r - b a s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  d o  s o .  A  d o c u m e n t  c o n t a i n i n g  b e n e f i t s  o f  h a v i n g  a  N a t i o n a l  H y d r o - M e t  S o c i e t y

i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r  a n d  w i l l  a l s o  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  I F M S  W e b s i t e  ( w w w . i f m s . o r g ) .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  s h o w  a  l i v e  e x a m p l e  o f  s t a r t i n g  a  n e w  s o c i e t y ,  w e  a s k e d  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  w h i c h

i s  1 1  y e a r s  o l d ,  t o  n a r r a t e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  w h i c h  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s t a r t  s u c h  a

s o c i e t y .    H e r e  i s  w h a t  t h e y  c o n t r i b u t e d .   

2  E x p e r i e n c e  o f  a  D e v e l o p i n g  S o c i e t y  
T h e  E t h i o p i a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  ( E t M S )  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 0 7 .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e n  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r s .  I t

h a s  n o w  a b o u t  2 0 0  m e m b e r s .  I t s  f o r m a t i o n  r e l i e d  o n  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  a  f e w  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  a n d

d r a f t e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  i t  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  A g e n c y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  a n d  N G O s .  I t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  l o n g  t o  g e t  t h e  S o c i e t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  g e t  g o i n g .  

T h e  E t h i o p i a n  N a t i o n a l  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  A g e n c y  p r o v i d e d  t h e  S o c i e t y  w i t h  o f f i c e  s p a c e ,  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  u s e d

c o m p u t e r s  t o  s t a r t  w i t h .  

T h e  o f f i c e  s t a r t e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  w i t h  a  M a n a g e r  a n d  a n  A c c o u n t a n t .  

A  f e w  d e d i c a t e d  m e m b e r s  p r o v i d e d  s e e d  m o n e y  t o  s t a r t  t h e  S o c i e t y .  R e c r u i t m e n t  o f  m e m b e r s  w a s  v e r y

a g g r e s s i v e .  T h e  S o c i e t y  e n t e r e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  N a t i o n a l  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  A g e n c y  t o  d e d u c t

m e m b e r s  d u e s  f r o m  t h e i r  m o n t h l y  s a l a r y  a n d  h a n d  i t  o v e r  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  h e l p f u l  s i n c e  i t

p r o v i d e s  a  r e g u l a r  f l o w  o f  i n c o m e  t o  r u n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  w o r k  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .  H o w e v e r ,  m e m b e r ’ s  d u e s  a r e  s o

s m a l l  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  c o v e r  a l l  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n c o m e  g e n e r a t i o n  b e c a m e  a n

i m p o r t a n t  f o c u s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .  W e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  S o c i e t y ’ s  e v e n t  o r g a n i z i n g  c a p a c i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n

p a y m e n t  f o r  i t s  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  S o c i e t y  a l s o  o r g a n i z e s  i t s  o w n  s e m i n a r s  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  o b t a i n s  s o m e  f u n d s

f r o m  s p o n s o r s .  S o  f a r ,  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o  g e n e r a t e  i n c o m e  t o  r u n  t h e  S o c i e t y ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  a  m i n i m u m  l e v e l .  
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T h e  S o c i e t y  a l s o  a p p r o a c h e s  d o n o r s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  u s e d  c o m p u t e r s ,

f u r n i t u r e  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c e  e q u i p m e n t .    S o  f a r  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .        

T h e  S o c i e t y  h a s  t w o  m a j o r  c h a l l e n g e s .  T h e  o b v i o u s  o n e  i s  l a c k  o f  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  i s  t o

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  m e m b e r s h i p .  

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  c h a l l e n g e ,  t h e  S o c i e t y  i s  m a k i n g  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  g e n e r a t e  f u n d s  t h r o u g h  c o o p e r a t i o n

a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  N G O s ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  v a r i o u s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  b y

h o l d i n g  j o i n t  s e m i n a r s ,  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s .  

I n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  c h a l l e n g e ,  t h e  S o c i e t y  h a s  a w a r d e d  f e l l o w s h i p s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s

c o m p l e t i n g  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  w o r k ,  p u b l i s h  t h e  r e s e a r c h  w o r k  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  S o c i e t y ’ s  J o u r n a l  f r e e  o f

c h a r g e ,  p r o v i d e  l e t t e r s  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t  p u r p o s e s  o r  f o r  s c h o l a r s h i p

a p p l i c a t i o n s .  T h i s  h a s  h e l p e d  t o  i n t e r e s t  y o u n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .  F o r  t h e  o l d e r  a n d

r e t i r e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  t h e  S o c i e t y  o r g a n i z e s  e x c u r s i o n s  t o  v a r i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l ,  r e s e a r c h  a n d  o t h e r  s i t e s  o f

i n t e r e s t  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  a  y e a r  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  a l i v e .  

3  C o n c l u s i o n s  
1 .  A l t h o u g h ,  t h e  S o c i e t y ’ s  e x p e r i e n c e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 1  y e a r s  i l l u s t r a t e s  s o m e  c h a l l e n g e s ,  t h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s

h a v e  b e e n  m e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  i n n o v a t i v e  i d e a s .  

2 .  F i n a n c i a l  c h a l l e n g e s  c o u l d  p e r s i s t ,  b u t  t h e  S o c i e t y  i s  u p b e a t  a b o u t  i t s  f u t u r e .    I t s  u s e f u l n e s s  i n  t h e

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  W e a t h e r  E n t e r p r i s e  i n  E t h i o p i a  i s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l e .  

3 .  B y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  I F M S  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e y  w i l l  l e a r n  n e w  i d e a s  o v e r  t i m e  a n d  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  I F M S ’

V a l u e  P r o p o s i t i o n .  

4 .  T h e  E t h i o p i a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  i s  r e a d y  t o  s h a r e  i t s  E t h i o p i a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  a n y

o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  A f r i c a n  r e g i o n  t h a t  i n t e n d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  s o c i e t i e s .  

T h e  I F M S  c o n g r a t u l a t e s  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  i t s  z e a l  f o r  m a k i n g  p r o g r e s s  b y  f i n d i n g

i n n o v a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  a l l  i t s  c h a l l e n g e s .  

W e  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  t o  u s e  i t s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  m e n t o r i n g  n e w  s o c i e t i e s  i n  i t s

r e g i o n .  
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  N e w s  f r o m  t h e  C h i n e s e  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  

T h e  C h i n e s e  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  ( C M S )  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  i n  Q i n g d a o ,  C h i n a  o n  O c t o b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 2 4 .  C M S  a i m s  t o

a d v a n c e  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n .  C M S  i s  o n e  o f  o v e r  2 0 0  a c a d e m i c

s o c i e t i e s  o f  t h e  C h i n a  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  S c i e n c e s  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  ( C A S T ) ,  a n d  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e

C h i n a  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( C M A ) .  C M S  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  1 5 0  i n s t i t u t e  m e m b e r s  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  1 9 , 0 0 0

i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s .  U n d e r  t h e  C M S  C o u n c i l ,  t h e r e  a r e  3 5  a c a d e m i c  s u b j e c t  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  4  w o r k i n g

c o m m i t t e e s .  T h e  2 8 t h  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C M S  w a s  e l e c t e d  i n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 4 ,  w i t h  P r o f e s s o r  H u i j u n  W A N G  a s

t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  A n  e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  2 9 t h  C o u n c i l  o f  C M S  h a s  b e e n  s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f

2 0 1 8 .  M e a n w h i l e ,  a  n e w  f i v e - y e a r  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  f o r  C M S  w i l l  b e  p r o p o s e d .   

C M S ’ s  m a j o r  t a s k s  i n c l u d e  a c a d e m i c  e x c h a n g e ,  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l

s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h ,  s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y

c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t ,  a n d  j o u r n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I t  h a s  b e e n

d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a  4 A - l e v e l  a c a d e m i c  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b y  t h e

M i n i s t r y  o f  C i v i l  A f f a i r s  o f  C h i n a ,  a n d  i t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a  n u m b e r  o f

a w a r d s  a n d  h o n o r a r y  t i t l e s  f r o m  C A S T  a n d  C M A .  F o r  m o r e  t h a n  9 0

y e a r s ,  C M S  h a s  b e e n  s t r i v i n g  t o  e n h a n c e  i t s  s e r v i c e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d

e x p a n d  i t s  o v e r a l l  s t r e n g t h  a n d  s o c i a l  i m p a c t s .  R e c e n t  C M S

a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  s u m m a r i z e d  a s  f o l l o w s .  

C M S  A w a r d s  

T h e  2 0 1 7  A w a r d  f o r  F u n d a m e n t a l  R e s e a r c h  A c h i e v e m e n t s  i n

A t m o s p h e r i c  S c i e n c e s  a n d  t h e  2 0 1 7  A w a r d  f o r  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S & T

A d v a n c e m e n t  w e r e  c o n f e r r e d  a t  t h e  3 4 t h  C M S  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  o n

S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  2 0 1 7  i n  Z h e n g z h o u ,  H e n a n  P r o v i n c e ,  C h i n a .  

C M S  a l s o  i s s u e s  t w o  m o r e  p r e s t i g i o u s  a w a r d s :  T h e  T U .  C .  W .  Y o u n g

M e t e o r o l o g i s t  A w a r d  ( b i - a n n u a l l y ,  s i n c e  1 9 8 5 )  a n d  T h e  Z O U  J .  M .

T a l e n t  A w a r d  ( b i - a n n u a l l y ,  s i n c e  2 0 0 8 ) .     

C M S  a l s o  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

e x c h a n g e s .  A  s e r i e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s

h a v e  b e e n  o r g a n i z e d  j o i n t l y  b y  t h e  C M S  a n d

r e l a t e d  s o c i e t i e s / o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S y m p o s i u m  o n  T r o p i c a l

M e t e o r o l o g y  a n d  M a r i n e  S c i e n c e  a n d

T e c h n o l o g y ,  C h i n a - A S E A N  D i s a s t e r  R e d u c t i o n

a n d  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  E x p e r t  F o r u m ,

t h e  7 t h  C O A A  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n    

A c a d e m i c  E x c h a n g e  
C M S  h o s t s  5 0 +  d o m e s t i c  a c a d e m i c  c o n f e r e n c e s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l ,  r e g i o n a l ,  a n d  l o c a l  l e v e l s  f o r  r e s e a r c h e r s ,

f o r e c a s t e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  m e t e o r o l o g y  e a c h  y e a r .  T h e  C M S  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  u s u a l l y

a t t r a c t s  a b o u t  1 5 0 0  a t t e n d e e s  a n d  o v e r  1 0 0  e x h i b i t o r s ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  a c a d e m i c  e v e n t  i n  t h e

m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  c o m m u n i t y  i n  C h i n a .  T h e  p i c t u r e s  b e l o w  s h o w  t h e  p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  m e d i a  i n t e r v i e w

i n  t h e  e x h i b i t  a r e a  o f  t h e  3 4 t h  C M S  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 7 .  
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U n d e r  t h e  M O U  b e t w e e n  t h e  A M S  ( A m e r i c a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y )  a n d  C M S ,  C M S  a n d  A M S  h a v e  j o i n t l y

h o s t e d  t w o  s e s s i o n s .  O n e  w a s  a t  t h e  C M S  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  i n  2 0 1 5  i n  T i a n j i n  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  a t  t h e  A M S  A n n u a l

M e e t i n g  i n  2 0 1 7  i n  S e a t t l e .   

C M S ,  K M S  ( K o r e a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y ) ,  a n d  M S J  ( M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  J a p a n )  j o i n t l y  h o s t  t h e

b i e n n i a l  A s i a n  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  M e t e o r o l o g y  ( A C M )  o r  t h e  J o i n t  C M S - K M S - M S J  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  M e t e o r o l o g y .  T h e

F i r s t  a n d  S e c o n d  A C M s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  b y  M S J  a n d  K M S ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  i n  K y o t o  i n  2 0 1 5  a n d  i n  B u s a n  i n  2 0 1 7 .

T h e  T h i r d  A C M  w i l l  b e  h e l d  i n  C h i n a  i n  2 0 1 9 .  

A c a d e m i c  E x c h a n g e  
C M S  s p o n s o r s  a n d  o r g a n i z e s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o u t r e a c h  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  M e t  S u m m e r  C a m p  ( s i n c e

1 9 8 2 )  f o r  m i d d l e  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  S t u d e n t  V o l u n t e e r s  P r o g r a m  i n  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e

E d u c a t i o n  ( s i n c e  2 0 0 8 ) ,  s c i e n c e  s a l o n s ,  a r t s  ( s u c h  a s  p h o t o g r a p h y )  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t o a s t e r m a s t e r  T V  s h o w s .

C M S ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  C M A ,  h a v e  e n d o r s e d  2 7 9  o u t r e a c h  e d u c a t i o n  b a s e s  a c r o s s  C h i n a ,  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  a n n u a l

a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h e s e  b a s e s  f o r  b e t t e r  o u t r e a c h  i m p a c t s .  C M S  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  n e a r l y  2 0 0  t y p e s  o f

o u t r e a c h  p r o d u c t s  a n d  o p e n e d  u p  a n  o n l i n e  p l a t f o r m  ( h t t p : / / k p q x . c m s 1 9 2 4 . o r g )  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  h i g h  d e m a n d  o f

s u c h  p r o d u c t s .  T h e  C M S  o u t r e a c h  p r o g r a m s  a r e  r e a c h i n g  f a r t h e r  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  

C M A  G e n e r a l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Y a m i n g  L I U ,  a n d  C M S  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l ,  J i n x i n g  W A N G  a n d  X u e z h u  F E N G ,  a t

t h e  W o r l d  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  D a y  ( 3 . 2 3 )  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  C M S  B o o t h .  

T h e  R o b o t  “ P a n g  P a n g ”  ( p l u m p  b o y )  i s

a n s w e r i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  w e a t h e r

a n d  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  

A t m o s p h e r e ,  O c e a n ,  a n d  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e ,  F o r u m  o n  R e g i o n a l  C l i m a t e  M o n i t o r i n g ,  A s s e s s m e n t  a n d  P r e d i c t i o n

f o r  A s i a  ( F O C R A I I ) ,  a n d  s o  o n .  

J o u r n a l s  P u b l i c a t i o n  

C M S  p u b l i s h e s  A c t a  M e t e o r o l o g i c a  S i n i c a  ( i n  C h i n e s e )  a n d  t h e

J o u r n a l  o f  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  R e s e a r c h  ( i n  E n g l i s h ) .  I t  c o - p u b l i s h e s

w i t h  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A t m o s p h e r i c  P h y s i c s ,  C h i n e s e  A c a d e m y  o f

S c i e n c e s ,  T h e  C h i n e s e  J o u r n a l  o f  A t m o s p h e r i c  S c i e n c e s  ( i n

C h i n e s e ) ,  C l i m a t i c  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  R e s e a r c h  ( i n  C h i n e s e ) ,

A d v a n c e s  i n  A t m o s p h e r i c  S c i e n c e s  ( i n  E n g l i s h ) ,  a n d  A t m o s p h e r i c

a n d  O c e a n i c  S c i e n c e  L e t t e r s .  C M S  a l s o  c o - p u b l i s h e s ,  t o g e t h e r

w i t h  C M A ,  a  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  m a g a z i n e ,  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l

K n o w l e d g e .  

A  C M S  M e t  C a r n i v a l  i n  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  B e i j i n g  

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  J o u r n a l s  ( A M J )  o f

C h i n a ,  l e d  b y  t h e  C M S  W o r k i n g  C o m m i t t e e  o n

M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  J o u r n a l s  ( W C M J ) ,  i s  n o w  c o m p r i s e d  o f  4 8

m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  j o u r n a l s  p u b l i s h e d  a t  n a t i o n a l  a n d

p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l s .  W C M J  o r g a n i z e s  s e s s i o n s  a t  t h e  C M S

a n n u a l  m e e t i n g s  t o  p r o m o t e  b e t t e r  w r i t i n g  o f  s c i e n t i f i c

p a p e r s .  M e m b e r s  o f  W C M J  h a v e  a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  A M S

p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  j o i n e d  t h e  A M S  p u b l i c a t i o n s

C o m m i s s i o n  M e e t i n g  i n  M a y  2 0 1 6 .  
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X X X V  S C I E N T I F I C
C O N F E R E N C E  O F  A M E

A N D   1 9 T H  S P A N I S H -
P O R T U G U E S E  M E E T I N G  O F

M E T E O R O L O G Y  
T h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  A M E ,  F e r n a n d o  A g u a d o ,  w e l c o m e s  t h e

p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  t h e  X X X V  S c i e n t i f i c  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  A M E  a n d

1 9 t h  S p a n i s h - P o r t u g u e s e  M e e t i n g  o f  M e t e o r o l o g y .  

T h e  P o r t u g u e s e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  M e t e o r o l o g y  a n d  G e o p h y s i c s  ( A P M G )  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  L o u r d e s  B u g a l h o

a n d  J o r g e  M a r q u e s ,  A P M G ’ s  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  a n d  t r e a s u r e r  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  i n  t h e  X X X V  S c i e n t i f i c  C o n f e r e n c e  o f

A M E  a n d  t h e  1 9 t h  S p a n i s h - P o r t u g u e s e  M e e t i n g  o f  M e t e o r o l o g y ,  w h i c h  w e r e  j o i n t l y  h e l d  b y  t h e  S p a n i s h

M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  L é o n ,  S p a i n ,  f r o m  M a r c h  5  t o  7 ,  2 0 1 8 .   

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n y  t a b l e  o f  t h e s e    m e e t i n g s ,  L o u r d e s  B u g a l h o  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n

t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f    t h e  t h e m e  " W e a t h e r  a n d  C l i m a t e  P r e d i c t i o n  o r i e n t e d  t o  i m p a c t s " .  T h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  v e r y

p a r t i c i p a t i v e  a n d  r e a c h e d  a  h i g h  s c i e n t i f i c  l e v e l ,  h a v i n g  h a d  a  v e r y  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  f r o m

t h e  S t a t e  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  A g e n c y  ( A E M E T )  a n d  S p a n i s h  U n i v e r s i t i e s .      

-  t h e  s t e w a r d s h i p  o f  b o t h  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  s c i e n c e  o f  m e t e o r o l o g y .   

-  s u p p o r t i n g  p e o p l e ’ s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  i n t e r e s t  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  i n  w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e .   

-  u n d e r p i n n i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h i g h - q u a l i t y  s c i e n c e .   

-  r a i s i n g  t h e  p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e    o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  i n  m e t e o r o l o g y .   

-  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  m e t e o r o l o g i s t s .   

-  s u p p o r t i n g  l e a r n i n g  i n  w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h  a c t i v i t i e s .   

-  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  d e l i v e r i n g  o u r  p r o g r a m m e s  o f  w o r k .   

-  f a c i l i t a t i n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s .   

-  i n f o r m i n g  p o l i c y - m a k e r s .     

-  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  i t s  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y .   

-  r e c o g n i s i n g  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  

RMetS is responsible for: 

T H E  R O Y A L  M E T E O R O L O G I C A L  S O C I E T Y  ( R M E T S )  

T h e  R o y a l  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  ( R M e t S )  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 5 0  a n d  i s  t h e  U K ’ s  L e a r n e d  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l

S o c i e t y  f o r  w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e .    T h e  S o c i e t y ’ s  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f

m e t e o r o l o g y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l .  M e m b e r s h i p  t o  R M e t S  i s  o p e n  t o  a n y o n e  w i t h  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  w e a t h e r  a n d

c l i m a t e ,  a s  a  s c i e n c e ,  p r o f e s s i o n  o r  i n t e r e s t ,  o r  t h o s e  a t  t h e  i n t e r f a c e  w i t h  r e l a t e d  d i s c i p l i n e s .    O u r

m e m b e r s h i p  i n c l u d e s  s c i e n t i s t s ,  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d  w e a t h e r  e n t h u s i a s t s ,  w i t h  a  w o r l d w i d e

m e m b e r s h i p  o f  3 , 3 0 0  p e o p l e  f r o m  o v e r  5 0  c o u n t r i e s .  

T h e  R M e t S  h a s  j u s t  l a u n c h e d  i t s  3 - y e a r  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  f o r  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 2 0 ,  w h i c h  r e c o g n i s e s  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n

r e c e n t  y e a r s  a n d  b u i l d s  o n  t h e  m o m e n t u m  t o  c r e a t e  a  m o d e r n  a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  L e a r n e d

S o c i e t y  t h a t  m a k e s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  m e t e o r o l o g y .  
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S c i e n t i f i c  P u b l i s h i n g .  S o c i e t y ’ s  p u b l i s h e s  s e v e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  j o u r n a l s ,  t h r e e  o f  w h i c h  a r e  f u l l y  o p e n  a c c e s s .

T h e  j o u r n a l s  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  o n l i n e  v i a  t h e  R M e t S J o u r n a l s . o r g  h u b  a n d  v i a  a p p s .    

E v e n t s .  T h e  S o c i e t y  h o s t s  a r o u n d  7 5  e v e n t s  e a c h  y e a r ,  m a n y  o f  w h i c h  a r e  r u n  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r

o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  N a t i o n a l  M e e t i n g s ,  L o c a l  C e n t r e  M e e t i n g s  a n d  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  G r o u p  M e e t i n g s

f o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s  o f  m e t e o r o l o g y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h r e e  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  f o r  t h e

m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  c o m m u n i t y .  
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A c c r e d i t a t i o n .  T h e  S o c i e t y  r u n s  t w o  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  s c h e m e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  W M O  B I P - M  /  B I P - M T ’ s

s c i e n c e  a n d  p r a c t i c e  g u i d e l i n e s ,  a n d  b o t h  a r e  c o m p e t e n c y - b a s e d .    T h e  a i m  o f  b o t h  s c h e m e s  i s  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n d

i m p r o v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  i n  m e t e o r o l o g y :  t h e  R e g i s t e r e d  M e t e o r o l o g i s t  ( R M e t )  i s  a n  a c c r e d i t a t i o n

a i m e d  a t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  p u r s u i n g  a  c a r e e r  i n  m e t e o r o l o g y ,  o r  w o r k i n g  i n  a  r o l e

s u p p o r t i n g  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  C h a r t e r e d  M e t e o r o l o g i s t  ( C M e t )  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  m e t e o r o l o g y  w i t h i n  t h e  U K ,  a n d  i s  w e l l  r e c o g n i s e d  b y  b o t h  e m p l o y e e s  a n d

e m p l o y e r s .  

E d u c a t i o n  a n d  s c h o o l s  p r o g r a m m e .  R M e t S  s u p p o r t s  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  i n  U K  s c h o o l s  b y

c o n t i n u o u s l y  d e v e l o p i n g  n e w  t e a c h i n g  r e s o u r c e s ,  t r a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  s u b j e c t  k n o w l e d g e  i n f o r m a t i o n

w h i c h  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  v i a  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  w e b s i t e ,  c a l l e d  M e t L i n k  ( w w w . M e t L i n k . o r g ) .    T h e  S o c i e t y  a l s o  r u n s

a n  o n l i n e  F u t u r e L e a r n  c o u r s e  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R e a d i n g  c a l l e d  ‘ C o m e  R a i n  o r  S h i n e ’ ,

w h i c h  i s  a  f r e e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  w e a t h e r .    

P u b l i c  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e W e a t h e r C l u b . o r g . u k  ( o u r  p u b l i c  o u t r e a c h

w e b s i t e  w h i c h  i s  f r e e  t o  j o i n ) ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  o u t r e a c h  e v e n t s ,  c l i m a t e  s c i e n c e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,

p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  b o o k l e t s ,  r u n n i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n s ,  s o c i a l  m e d i a  c h a n n e l s  a n d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  m e d i a .    

M e m b e r s h i p  B e n e f i t s .  T h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  b e n e f i t s  t o  b e c o m i n g  a  m e m b e r :  

-  F u n d i n g  a n d  b u r s a r i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m e m b e r s  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t o  s u p p o r t  r e s e a r c h  o r  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s ,

i n c l u d i n g  a  n e w  b u r s a r y  f o r  c a r e r s .  

-  M e n t o r i n g :  A  c r o s s - s e c t o r  m e n t o r i n g  s c h e m e  w h i c h  w a s  r e c e n t l y  l a u n c h e d  t o  s u p p o r t  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e i r

c a r e e r s .   

-  C a r e e r  s u p p o r t :  A c c e s s  t o  t h e  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  s c h e m e s ,  a n  o n l i n e  C P D  t o o l  a n d  a  j o b s  b o a r d .   

-  R e m o t e  a c c e s s  t o  m e e t i n g s  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  a u d i o  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  e v e n t .  

-  J o u r n a l s :  M e m b e r s  a l s o  r e c e i v e  a  c o p y  o f  W e a t h e r  j o u r n a l  e a c h  m o n t h  a n d  c a n  a c c e s s  a l l  o u r  j o u r n a l s  o n l i n e

f o r  j u s t  £ 1 0  /  y e a r .   

-  D i s c o u n t s  o n  e v e n t s ,  b o o k s  a n d  o t h e r  r e c i p r o c a l  s o c i e t y  m e m b e r s h i p  f e e s .   

-  A w a r d s .  T h e  a n n u a l  S o c i e t y  a w a r d s  s c h e m e  r e c o g n i s e s  i n d i v i d u a l  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  m e t - r e l a t e d

f i e l d s ,  f o r  w h i c h  m e m b e r s  n o m i n a t e  t h e i r  p e e r s .  

T o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  j o i n i n g  t h e  R M e t S  a n d  o u r  p r o g r a m m e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  v i s i t  w w w . r m e t s . o r g  

T o  a c h i e v e  t h e s e  a i m s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s ,  t h e  S o c i e t y  c o n d u c t s  a  w i d e  p r o g r a m m e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e

y e a r :  
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A  n u m b e r  o f  I A U C  m e m b e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  C i t i e s I P C C  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  E d m o n t o n ,  C a n a d a .

h t t p s : / / c i t i e s i p c c . o r g /    T h i s  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t  w i l l  h e l p  s h a p e  r e s e a r c h  r e l a t e d  t o  c i t i e s  a n d  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a n d

t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  c i t i e s  i n  f u t u r e  I P C C  A s s e s s m e n t  R e p o r t s .    

T h e  t e n t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  U r b a n  C l i m a t e  ( I C U C - 1 0 )

w i l l  b e  h e l d  A u g  6 - 1 0  i n  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .   

h t t p s : / / w w w . a m e t s o c . o r g / a m s / i n d e x . c f m / m e e t i n g s - e v e n t s / a m s -

m e e t i n g s / 1 0 t h - i n t e r n a t i o n a l - c o n f e r e n c e - o n - u r b a n - c l i m a t e - 1 4 t h -

s y m p o s i u m - o n - t h e - u r b a n - e n v i r o n m e n t /  

I A U C  m e m b e r s  c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  W M O  o n  d e v e l o p i n g  a  n e w  “ G u i d e  f o r  U r b a n  I n t e g r a t e d  H y d r o -

m e t e o r o l o g i c a l ,  C l i m a t e  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S e r v i c e s  P a r t  1 ” .    T h e  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a t  W o r l d

M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  n u m b e r  7 0  m e e t i n g  i n  J u n e  2 0 1 8 .    T h i s  d o c u m e n t  i s

i n t e n d e d  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  t h e  U N  g o a l  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e  c i t i e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  p r o v i s i o n  o f  u r b a n

i n t e g r a t e d  s e r v i c e s .    S u c h  i n t e g r a t e d  s e r v i c e s  r e q u i r e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c ,  p r i v a t e  a n d  a c a d e m i c

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  t h e s e  r o l e s  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  d o c u m e n t .  
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T h e  E M S  L i a i s o n  C o m m i t t e e  p u b l i s h e s  t h e  e m s - m e s s a g e  e v e r y  6  –  8  w e e k s ,  c o l l e c t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  E M S  M e m b e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s . T h e  r e c e n t  e m s - m e s s a g e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t

h t t p s : / / w w w . e m e t s o c . o r g / p u b l i c a t i o n s / e m s - m e s s a g e /  

T h e  l a s t  e m s - m e s s a g e  i n c l u d e d  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  r e c e n t  m e m b e r s h i p  s u r v e y ,  a  m e t e o r o l o g y - t h e m e d

c a r t o o n  e x h i b i t i o n  i n  C r o a t i a ,  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  o f  t h e  m o n t h  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  M e t

s o c i e t y ,  r e p o r t s  f r o m  a n  a u t u m n  s c h o o l  f o r  t e a c h e r s  i n  G e r m a n y  a n d  f r o m  t h e  A n n u a l  T a b l e  Q u i z  o f  t h e

I r i s h  M e t  s o c i e t y ,  …  a n d  m a n y  m o r e  h i g h l i g h t s  f o r m  E M S  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  

E M S  N E W S L E T T E R :  E M S - M E S S A G E  

T h e  E M S  T V  W e a t h e r  F o r e c a s t  A w a r d  i s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  b e s t  p r a c t i c e  i n

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  m e t e o r o l o g y .  T h e  A w a r d  i s  p r e s e n t e d  a n n u a l l y  i n  f o r m  o f  a  t r o p h y .  

B r o a d c a s t  m e t e o r o l o g i s t s  a r e  i n v i t e d  e a c h  y e a r  t o  s u b m i t  a  v i d e o  c l i p  o f  a  w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t  f o r

p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  E M S  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g .  A l l  b r o a d c a s t  m e t e o r o l o g i s t s  w h o  s u b m i t  v i d e o  m a t e r i a l

p r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  s i n c e  J u l y  2 0 1 7  i n  m p 4 - f o r m a t  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  T V  W e a t h e r  F o r e c a s t

A w a r d  2 0 1 8 ,  n o  r e g i o n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n  a p p l i e s  f o r  t h i s  a w a r d .  

E M S  T V  W E A T H E R  F O R E C A S T  A W A R D  2 0 1 8  
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